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Mephibosheth 
By Opal Leonore Gibbs 


EPHIBOSHETH! The messenger of 

David waits without! 

Art thou a child of covenant to cower and 
to doubt? 

He hath the ring and covering robe — the 
measure is replete — 

Hope for thy beating heart and crutches for 
thy shrinking feet. 


Mephibosheth! Art still so slow, thy head 
shamed on thy breast? 

Thy father’s friend invites thee to the palace 
of his rest. 

Though thou hast no inheritance, no glory 
now but shame, 

Thou needest none, for he will share his 
glory and his name. 
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Mephibosheth! Like thee I walk with ever 
cumbering feet, 

Yet envy them, O stalwart one whose life is 
far less sweet ; 

For daily they are hidden underneath a royal 
board, 

And for Another’s sake I hold the changeless 
favor of the Lord. 


Light for Dark Days 


Universal Bible Sunday is to be 
observed on December 10. Dr. George 
William Brown, General Secretary of the 
American Bible Society, issues a call for 
this needed observance; the theme suggested 
by the Bible Society is “The Light Shineth 
in Darkness” (John 1:5). As Dr. Brown 
says truly: “In the darkness of these days 
the gracious and ever meaningful messages 
of Scripture shine forth with a peculiarly 
penetrating brilliance. There are rays of 
Scripture light which reflect comfort; com- 
fort for the discouraged, comfort for the 
dismayed, comfort for the weary. From 
the Book there comes illuminating counsel ; 
counsel to guide youth, counsel to embolden 


the middle-aged, and counsel to sustain the 
elderly, From the chapters of the Bible 
there streams forth a challenging light; 
challenging the believer to stand steady, to 
persist, even to adventure.” The victorious 
experiences of God’s people in the darkest 
hours of history in Old Testament and New 
are reassuringly cited, even to the time 
when Paul wrote: “We are troubled on 
every side, yet not distressed; we are per- 
plexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but 
not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed” 
(2 Cor. 4:8, 9). Best of all are our Lord’s 
words: “Let not your heart be troubled: 
ye believe in God, believe also in me” 
(John 14:1). The real observance, “in 
spirit and in truth,” of Universal Bible 
Sunday would bring universal light, guid- 
ance, comfort, and strength to this dark 
and needy world. 
a= 


Peril of Recognizing Russia 


“Rulers take counsel together, against 
the Lord, and against his anointed.” Russia 
and Germany are doing this—and there 
is grave danger that the United States 
may condone Russia’s blasphemous atheism. 
This issue may be disposed of in the right 
way before this paper reaches its readers 
—God grant it! But Christian people 
throughout the nation were shocked, and 
brought to their knees in heart-broken 
prayer, when they learned that our Presi- 
dent had invited the Soviet Government 
to send a representative to Washington to 
discuss recognition. Undoubtedly a flood 
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of messages has poured in upon the White 
House, pleading with Mr, Roosevelt not 
to recognize a State that has officially de- 
clared itself against God. One such com- 
munication was. sent by the First Presbyte- 
rian Church of Hollywood, California, after 
Dr. MacLennan had preached a sermon on 
the Russian situation; the 2,000 citizens 
present at the Sunday services adopted 
unanimously a resolution importuning the 
President not to recognize Russia because 
“we believe that such recognition would 
brand the American people as Iscariots 
who, as Judas sold out his Saviour for 
thirty pieces of silver, would thereby, 
through such action, be selling out their 
spiritual birthright for a mere megs. of 
pottage.” The Soviet Government has 
decreed that in 1937 “there must not remain 
on the territory of the U. S. S. R. a single 
house of prayer to God, and the very con- 
ception of God will be banished.” Shortly 
before the Times goes to press the good 
news is flashed from Washington that there 
has been a serious halt in the negotiations 
between the President and Litvinoff be- 
cause the President insists that a condition 
of recognition be a guarantee that Ameri- 
can. citizens in Russia be permitted to wor- 
ship without interference. But such a 
guarantee would touch only a small part 
of the situation—the peril confronting 
America goes much deeper than that. Even 
should our nation make the tragic mistake 
of “recognizing” God’s avowed enemies, 
the prayers of God’s people should con- 
tinue without ceasing that righteousness 
may be done, 
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Dr. Speer’s Position and Teaching 


HE crisis in the foreign missionary 

work of the Church, occasioned by the 

Modernistic position and policies of 
many of our evangelical denominational mis- 
sion boards, is well known to Christian peo- 
ple and has been discussed freely in these 
columns. An editorial in the Times of 
May 20, 1933, on “The Betrayal Commis- 
sion and the Boards,” called attention to 
the fact that the Appraisal Commission 
of the Laymen’s Foreign Missions Inquiry 
set forth in its apostate report, “Re-Think- 
ing Missions,” only conclusions that were 
the logical fruitage of policies followed 
for many years by our denominational 
boards, 

The situation is not limited to any one 
board, but obtains in most of the larger 
denominations. There is now further re- 
grettable evidence in the latest volume re- 
cently published from the pen of Dr. Rob- 
ert E, Speer, senior Secretary of the 


(Northern) Presbyterian Board of For- 
eign Missions. Dr. Speer is known and 
loved throughout the world, especially by 
his friends of long standing in THe Sun- 
pAY ScHoot Times staff. He has done a 
great work as a missionary leader for 
many years, and his influence has often 
counted mightily on the right side. Yet 
many of his devoted friends have been 
troubled for years past by his affiliations 
and missionary policies, which have thrown 
his influence in the direction of Modern- 
ism and against that uncompromising testi- 
mony for the old faith which is the only 
hope of evangelizing a lost world. 

Dr. Speer has ordinarily been thought 
of as a true evangelical whose affiliations 
were somewhat with the Liberal or Mod- 
ernist school. But this is not an accurate 
understanding of his position; for some 
have known what his latest volume now 
makes plain, that his personal convictions 
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in certain doctrinal matters of vital im- 
portance are not the convictions of his- 
toric evangelical Christianity. It is impor- 
tant to keep this in mind as one considers 
his latest volume, “The Finality of Jesus 
Christ,” reviewed in the present editorial.4 

Dr. Speer has always stood uncompro- 
misingly for the deity of Christ. His 
volume, consisting of five lectures delivered 
in 1932-33 at Princeton and Southern Bap- 
tist Theological Seminaries, offers a defense 
of this great fundamental of the faith. There 
is much in the volume that is fine and 
true and uncompromising. But running 
consistently through the defense is a vitiat- 
ing current of citations from writers who, 
it is well known, hold unscriptural positions, 
together with certain of Dr. Speer’s own 
convictions that seem to be unscriptural. 

In Lecture I there is a mass of tes- 
timony to the deity of Christ from the 
Early Church Fathers, much of it striking 
and valuable: “The Church’s Conception 
of Christ in the First Two Centuries.” In 
stating the issue to be discussed in this 
lecture, Dr. Speer asks: “Are we to think 
of him as a great human leader classified 
with other great religious teachers or as 
the only personality of his kind, the Mes- 
siah of God promised in the Old Testa- 
ment, the Saviour whose death atoned for 
sin and who actually rose from the dead 
and lives as the risen Lord, and whose 
salvation must be offered to every man?” 
In this question, and in the context, the 
author plainly shows that he believes in 
Christ as the Messiah of God and Saviour 
of men. 

In Lecture II, “The Attitude of Primitive 
Christianity Toward Non-Christian Re- 
ligions,” Dr. Speer refers to “Paul’s tre- 
mendous argument that all have sinned 
and that all are lost, Jew and Roman and 
Greek alike, but that there is a Saviour, 
one only Saviour, Jesus Christ born of the 
seed of David according to the flesh, who 
was declared to be the Son of God with 
power, according to the spirit of holiness, 
by the resurrection from the dead.” His 
comment is, “This was and is the only 
Gospel.” 

An unusual and brief review of the whole 
history of Christian missions comprises 
Lecture III, “The View of Christ and 
Non-Christian Religions Which Generated 
and Sustained the Expansion of Christian- 
ity.” Some of the brightest spots in the 
book are in this chapter. 

One feels as though he were on the bank 
of one of the “rivers of living water” as 
he reads of the great missionary movement 
of the Moravians. “At four years of age 
its great founder, Zinzendorf, made this 
covenant with Christ, ‘Be Thou mine, dear 
Saviour, and I will be Thine.’ And his 
covenant as a child held for his manhood. 
. «. From the beginning the Moravian mis- 
sionaries wrought on a clear and consistent 
policy.’ Then follows a quotation from 
the instructions to their missionaries, show- 
ing the clear Gospel message they were 
to proclaim to the heathen. 

Of William Carey, Dr. Speer writes, 
“As with Zinzendorf, it was Christ and 
Christ alone whom Carey served for him- 
self and preached to men” (p. 145). In 
an agreement drawn up by Carey and his 
associates are these declarations: ‘The 





1“The Finality of Jesus Christ.”” By Robert 
FE. Speer, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York City, $3.) 
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doctrine of Christ’s expiatory death and 
all-sufficient merits has been, and must ever 
remain, the grand mean of conversion. 
... It is a well-known fact that the most 
successful missionaries in the world at the 
present day make the atonement of Christ 
their continued theme. We mean the Mo- 
ravians. They attribute all their success 
to the preaching of the death of our Sav- 
iour. So iar as our experience goes in 
this work, we must freely acknowledge, 
that every Hindoo among us who has been 
gained to Christ has been won by the as- 
tonishing and all-constraining love exhibited 
in our Redeemer’s propitiatory death. Oh, 
then may we resclve to know nothing 
among Hindoos and Mussulmans but Christ 
and Him crucified” (p. 148). 

But in this whole Third Lecture in 
which the aim of Christian missions is 
constantly referred to there is scarcely any 
mention, if at all, of the saving of lost 
souls from eternal punishment as the mo- 
tive of foreign missions. And one won- 
ders why, among the many quotations from 
missionaries in China on heathen religions 
and the condition of the heathen, there is 
none from Hudson Taylor, one of the great- 
est missionaries of all time and the fourider 
of the largest faith mission in the world. 

“Can We Still Hold the Primitive View 
of Christ?” is the question answered in 
the Fourth Lecture. Here Dr. Speer says 
of Christ: “He was God, the pre-existent 
Son, tabernacling in our humanity.” “We 
believe immovably in the actual bodily Res- 
urrection of Jesus.” 

In Lecture V Dr. Speer discusses the 
question, “What View, Then, Shall We 
Take Today of Non-Christian Religions?” 
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A brief summary of Dr. Speer’s answer 
is found on page 334: 

“This, then, is the answer to the ques- 
tion, What are we to think of the non- 
Christian religions. They are expressions 
of the religious nature of man. Whatever 
good and truth they possess is inadequate. 
They provide no way of salvation or of 
deliverance from sin. They are deficient 
in their ethical and social ideals and dy- 
namic. They have no adequate idea of God 
and no Atoning and Living Saviour. Dark 
evils and untruths have found shelter in 
them, They express but they also en- 
cumber the religious nature of man‘. As 
Christianity goes out to meet them its 
attitude is the same as toward all non- 
Christian systems of thought and life at 
home. It holds the primitive faith about 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God and Son of 
Man, the only Lord and Saviour, who must 
have a place alone, supreme and pre-emi- 
nent, and in that faith it calls men to be- 
come the disciples of this Divine Master 
and to do what all disciples have been 
called to do in all ages and in all lands, 
as it is written of those first disciples, the 
fishermen and the tax collector, ‘Straight- 
way they left all and followed him.’ ” 

In view of these many strong and vital 
points made by Dr. Speer, is not his volume 
a valuable textbook and safe guide? The 
Times believes it is not, for reasons here 
stated. 

A large part of the 377 pages of the 
text is given to extended quotations from 
a host of writers, many of whom. are 
Higher Critics or Modernists, and Dr. 
Speer does not often warn the reader 


(Concluded on the facing page) 














NOTES ON OPEN LETTERS 











The Green Tree and the Dry 


Please explain Luke 23:31: “For if 
they do these things in a green tree, what 
shall be done in the dry?”—A Nebraska 
reader. 

A green tree has abundant life; a dry 
tree, none. 

Why did the Lord ask this question? — 
a parable in seventeen words. 

He was on his way to Calvary. The 
Jews had demanded of Pilate, “Crucify 
him, crucify him,” and “Pilate gave sen- 
tence that it should be as they required.” 
As the Lord of glory, eternally sinless and 
impeccably righteous, was led away and 
walked to his death in order to become the 
sin-bearer for the whole world, “there fol- 
lowed him a great company of people, and 
of women, which also bewailed and la- 
mented him.” Their hearts were broken 
for him. He turned and said to them: 
“Daughters of Jerusalem, weep not for me, 
but weep for yourselves, and for your chil- 
dren.” He told them of the unthinkably 
terrible days that would yet come, when 
women without children would be glad they 
had no children, and when people would 
cry out to the mountains “Fall on us; and 
to the hills, Cover us.” 

Then it was that he spoke this ques- 
tion-parable: “For if they do these things 
in a green tree, what shall be done in the 
dry?” 

Christ was the green tree. As no other 





man who ever lived on this earth, his 
delight was in the law of the Lord, and in 
that law he meditated day and night. The 
Psalmist describes such a man: “And l.e 
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers 
of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his 
season; his leaf also shall not whither; and 
whatsoever he doeth shall prosper” (Psa. 
1:3). And this “green tree,” green with 
the life and fruit of God as no other tree 
the world has ever known, was being cast 
out, condemned, crucified by representa- 
tives of the whole world, Gentile as well 
as Jew. “If they do these things in a 
green tree, what shall be done in the dry?” 

A green tree bears fruit. God’s chosen 
people the Jews, and the Gentile world 
of that day also, were bearing no fruit 
because they were “dry,” having none of 
the life of God. The time must come 
when God’s righteous judgment should 
strike the dry tree which, just then, was 
striking the green tree. And, terrible as 
was man’s unrighteous judgment brought 
against Christ, the judgments and wrath of 
God against the incorrigibly unrighteous 
will be more terrible still. “Weep not for 
me,” said the Lord, “but weep for your+ 
selves, and for your children.” 

Other Scriptures throw light on this 
word of the Lord. Those who reject God 
and Christ are described as “trees whose 
fruit withereth, without fruit, twice dead, 
plucked up by the roots” (Jude 12). 
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Dr. Speer’s Position and Teaching 














(Concluded from the facing page) 
against them. Professor J. Gresham 
Machen in his booklet, “Modernism and 
the Board of Foreign Missions of the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A.,”# 
says of this book: “The writers whom Dr. 
Speer most loves to quote are hostile to 
the Bible and to the Christian way of 
salvation. It is true that a man may often 
quote in support of details in his argu- 
ment the assertions of men who represent 
a point of view different from his own. 
But the trouble is that no ordinary reader 
of Dr. Speer’s books would obtain any 
inkling of the fact that Harnack, for ex- 
ample, whom Dr. Speer loves to quote most 
of all, represents Jesus as a man who kept 
his own person out of his Gospel and pre- 
sented Christianity as being essentially an 
entrance into, and pursuance of, the type 
of religious life which Jesus Himself lived. 
The general impression which one gets 
from the book as a whole is that this writer 
and the great host of other destructive 
writers are regarded as valid witnesses to 
the truth and to the value of the essential 
Christian message and of the Christian 
view of Christ. As a matter of fact, if the 
Christ whom these writers believe to have 
lived in the first century was the real 
Christ, then the Christ of the New Testa- 
ment must of course be given up.” 


A Mixture of Truth and Error 


As one labors through the innumerable 
quotations in Dr. Speer’s book he feels 
lost in a maze of human reasoning and 
philosophizing, in which there is a danger- 
ous mixture of truth and error. 

The question discussed by Dr. Speer in 
Lecture V is, “What View, Then, Shall 
We Take Today of Non-Christian Re- 
ligions?” At one point well along in the 
chapter Dr. Speer asks, “What is the truth 
about the non-Christian religions?” “Part 
of his first point in answer is: “These re- 
ligions are expressions of the religious 
nature of man. They show that men every- 
where feel the need of help from without. 
The urge that produced them and that sus- 
tains them is evidence that, in spite of all 
that has obstructed His way and distorted 
His word, God has been seeking men.” 

This is very different from the Scrip- 
tural answer to the question. The truth 
is given by inspiration in the first chapter 
of Romans. In that terrible indictment of 
heathenism we find these words: “Because 
that, when they knew God, they glorified 
him not as God, neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, and 
their foolish heart was darkened. Profess- 
ing themselves to be wise, they became 
fools, and changed the glory of the uncor- 
ruptible God into an image made like to 
corruptible man, and to birds, and four- 
footed beasts, and creeping things. Where- 





1This notable book by Dr. Machen should 
have a wide reading by Christians of all de- 
nominations, for it is packed, with invaluable 
information on the issue which confronts every 
evangelical branch of the Church. It may be 
had free of charge by writing Dr. J. Gresham 
Machen, 206 South Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. 


fore God also gave them up to uncleanness 
through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between them- 
selves: Who changed the truth of God 
into a lie, and worshipped and served the 
creature more than the Creator, who is 
blessed for ever. Amen,” 

Further on Dr. Speer does say of the 
heathen religions that “they are seamed 
with evils from which Christianity is free.” 
But how can the colossal, Satanic systems 
of error that form the heathen religions be 
looked upon as “evidence” that “God has 
been seeking men”? 


Dr. Machen in his review of Dr. Speer’s 
book (in Christianity Today, May, 1933) 
points out that “he fails altogether to distin- 
guish, from the false Judaism of the Phari- 
sees and of the Judaizers, the true Juda- 
ism that understood the Old Testament 
Scriptures.” Dr. Speer’s lamentable con- 
fusion on this point appears in this Fifth 
Lecture. In quoting an introduction of his 
own written for a book by Dr. Robert A. 
Hume of India, but which Dr. Speer tells 
us was not accepted by Dr. Hume, he says 
of the non-Christian religions: ‘“We may 
call them ‘schoolmasters,’ but that desig- 
nation only seems to bring out clearly their 
ineffectiveness in such capacity. Not one 
of them, Judaism least of all, has served 
as an influence to bring men to Christ.” 

There are two statements here that will 
startle and grieve Dr. Speer’s Christian 
friends. The first is the including of Juda- 
ism among “non-Christian religions.” For 
the Christian Gospel in its unique perfec- 
tion was at the heart of true Judaism, and 
true Judaism was the only God-revealed 
“religion.” The second unscriptural state- 
ment is that Judaism was “least of all” a 
schoolmaster or influence to bring men to 
Christ. It was not only not “least of all,” 
but it stood alone as the only such school- 
master. Paul differs with Dr. Speer, for 
the apostle writes by divine and infallible 
inspiration: “But before faith came, we 
were kept under the law, shut up unto 
the faith which should afterwards be re- 
vealed. Wherefore the law was our school- 
master to bring us unto Christ, that we 
might be justified by faith” (Gal. 3: 23, 24). 


Can Buddha Be Likened to Moses? 


Later Dr. Speer says that Christianity 
“calis men to become the disciples of this 
Divine Master and to do what all disciples 
have been called to do in all ages and in 
all lands, as it is written of those first 
disciples, the fishermen and the tax col- 
lector, ‘Straightway they left all and fol- 
lowed Him.’ Left all? Did they leave 
Moses and Isaiah? Must the disciples who 
go today leave all? May they not keep 
Buddha and Confucius and Lao-tsze, as 
Peter and John and Matthew kept Moses 
and Isaiah? Well, can they? Time will 
show, and as Mr. Lobenstine of Shanghai 
has put it: ‘I am quite willing a Buddhist 
should take Buddha for his Moses, but I am 
not willing that he should take Buddha for 
his Christ.’” Mr. Lobenstine is well known 
as one of the leaders of the destructively 
Modernist missionary movement in China; 


it is nothing less than tragic that the senior 
secretary of a great evangelical board of 
foreign missions should quote, with no hint 
of disapproval, the apostate suggestion that 
Buddha may properly be substituted for 
Moses —the only Old Testament . prophet 
to whom Christ is likened in the Scriptures. 
When the Lord Jesus after his resurrec- 
tion met the two disciples on the way to 
Emmaus and “expounded unto them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning him- 
self,” he began “at Moses and all the 
prophets.” Do Dr. Speer and Mr. Loben- 
stine think he could have begun just as 
well at Buddha? 

“T cannot see how,” writes Dr. Machen, 
‘if he [Dr. Speer] is consistent, he can 
really hold to the equal authority of the 
Old and New Testaments. Does that mean 
merely giving the Old Testament up? No, 
it means something even more serious. It 
means giving the New Testament up as 
well, because the New Testament stakes 
the whole weight of its authority upon just 
that high view of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures which is held by despised Bible-be- 
lieving Christians lately —that high view 
of the Old Testament which is certainly 
undermined, by implication if not con- 
sciously, in what Dr. Speer says.” 


The Crisis in Missions 


It is not difficult to understand how the 
author of the views expressed in this mas- 
sive volume could not only tolerate but 
approve positions and policies of his Board 
of Foreign Missions that have saddened 
and alienated many evangelical believers. 
Leading Presbyterian pastors and churches 
have taken up with their Board its depart- 
ures from the faith, its Modernistic policies, 
its unsound literature, and have earnestly 
sought to get some assurance that these 
things were at least unintentional or would 
be corrected or done away. But neither 
Dr. Speer nor any of his Board associates 
has given any assurance of this. 

The latest General Assembly, in May, 
rejected by an overwhelming majority every 
effort of the Bible-believing commissioners 
to cleanse the Board of its unscriptural 
activities. The formation of a new Inde- 
pendent Board for Presbyterian Foreign 
Missions (which occurred immediately after 
the Assembly), standing uncompromisingly 
for the old faith, was a long delayed but 
inevitable result of the official Board’s posi- 
tion. The same thing occurred in England 
when the Church Missionary Society forced 
the issue by its similarly Modernistic poli- 
cies, and the Bible Church Missionary 
Society was formed by evangelicals, and 
is now functioning as a true testimony in 
the foreign mission field. Similar action 
will doubtless come in other denominations 
in America; for in these last days the pre- 
dicted perilous times have come, when 
church leaders do not endure sound doc- 
trine, but when there are still great numbers 
of God’s people who are ready to obey the 
injunction, given in this same Scripture 
passage of solemn warning, to “do the 
work of an evangelist, make full proof of 
thy ministry” (2 Tim. 3:1; 4:3-5). 
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The Times Guide to New Books 


Reviews of some of the latest and best books in the fields of Christian fiction, sermons, Bible study, 
missions, biography, Sunday-school work, and reading for young people 














The Beloved Stranger. By Grace Liv- 
ingston Hill. (J. B. Lippincott Co., Phila- 
delphia, $2.) Sherrill Cameron did an 
amazing and courageous thing. Discover- 
ing in her very wedding hour that her 
bridegroom-to-be had played false to 
another girl for whom he still cared, 
she substituted the other as bride in the 
church wedding procession. There was a 
delicate and difficult situation to be met 
afterward, and Sherrill felt she never could 
have gone through with it if it had not 
been for Graham Copeland happening along 
as he did. But in the days that followed 
she had to face the old, old puzzle of why 
things are allowed to happen as they do. 
There is dear old Aunt Patricia’s shattered 
romance, that seems even more beyond 
understanding. But in her loneliness and 
grief Sherrill is led to find her Saviour, 
and in the end is happier than she ever 
dreamed she could be. The whole book is 
a message of cheer and encouragement for 
those who are called to walk strange paths, 


Sourdough Gold. The Log of a Yukon 
Adventure. By Mary Lee Davis. (W. A. 
Wilde Co., Boston, $3.) Much has been 
written about the gold rush of 1898. It 
would seem, however, that very few of 
those who were actually in it thought it 
worth while to keep a careful record. They 
were not there to make records, but to get 
gold. Few even kept a journal. But in the 
thousands who went over the heart-break- 
ing trail was a doctor, traveler, and citi- 
zen of the world, who was there neither 
for gold nor adventure, but to seek quiet. 
He kept a careful journal. Mrs. Davis, 
whose books on Alaska have made it 
familiar territory to many, discovered the 
old doctor and his journal. Together they 
brought back to life those scenes of long 
ago. The reader who enjoys travel and 
adventure will find the book a treat. He 
will journey with the doctor over the 
White Pass, winter with him in Dawson, 
and then alone in a small open boat fol- 
low the great Yukon River, one of the few 
great rivers of the world that flow west, 
for one thousand miles across Alaska to 
the coast. The book is so clean, wholesome, 
and fascinating that one regrets that the 
lovable old doctor who shows his belief 
in God and the Bible does not seem to 
understand it in the evangelical sense. The 
book is large, handsomely bound, and illus- 
trated with many fine photographs, 


The Great Tribulation. By T. Richard 
Dunham. (Fundamental Truth Store, Box 
67, Hoytville, Ohio, 60 cents.) It is fitting 
that this careful and Scriptural study of a 
subject that is puzzling to many should 
appear at this time, when many signs point 
to the approaching end of this age. As 
the author himself says, the teaching given 
here is not new, and he acknowledges his 
indebtedness to such teachers as Drs. Gray, 
Pettingill, Chafer, and Gaebelein. But 
many will welcome this new volume, for in 
the space of seventy-eight pages it gives a 


As a convenience to Times readers, 
any of these books may be ordered 
through the Times Book Service, 1721 
Spring Garden Street, Philadelphia. 
Please add, for postage, ten per cent of 
the price up to orders of $5 or more. 








vivid picture of the 
numerous and full quotations from the 
Bible. Mr. Dunham shows that the Great 
Tribulation will occur after the Church has 
been caught up to meet Christ in the air 
and before he establishes his millennial 
reign; that God’s wrath will be poured out 
upon apostate Christendom, upon godless 
nations, and upon Israel. His five reasons 
why Christ’s return for his Church must be 
premillennial are particularly good, as well 
as his “General Survey” of the Tribulation 
period. This book will be valuable not only 
to believers who already love His appear- 
ing, but will be useful in awakening sin- 
ners to their need of the Saviour, for it 
concludes with a solemn warning and an 
earnest appeal to accept the Lord Jesus. 


Martin Luther; the Formative Years. 
By Barend Klaas Kuiper. (Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans Publishing Co., 234 Pearl St., N. W., 
Grand Rapids, Mich., $2.) The celebra- 
tions this autumn of the 450th anniversary 
of the birth of Martin Luther, the “Sledge- 
hammer of God,” have already had the good 
effect of quickening interest in his life. 


Tribulation, with 








Through the Bible with Dr. Wells 


The Living Bible, Chapter by Chapter. 
By Amos R. Wells, Litt.D., LL.D. (W. 
A. Wilde Co., Boston, $1.) 


NE of the most valued features of THE 

Sunpay ScHoot Times. for many 
years was “The Lesson Poem,” written by 
the late Dr. Wells. He had an unusual 
mastery of words, the ability to say a great 
deal in a small space and in a striking 
manner, and was a versatile and well-known 
writer. His style had a tenderness about 
it that always warmed the heart. In this 
attractive pocket-size volume are brief, 
thought-provoking comments on all the 
1,179 chapters of the Bible. Most of the 
paragraphs are less than one hundred words 
long, and frequently the last sentence or 
two becomes a prayer. At the beginning 
of each comment are the day of the week, 
the Bible chapter to be read, and a two- 
word title, of which “My” is the first word, 
making each chapter personal. For ex- 
ample, Genesis r is entitled “My Creator,” 
Isaiah 53 “My Saviour,” and John 14 “My 
Worries.” With the aid of this plan, the 
whole Bible may be read through in 168 
weeks and ‘three days, or a little over three 
years. This little volume will be a valuable 
aid to Sunday-school teachers, may well 
be used at family prayers, and will be a 
welcome daily companion to many who read 
the Word regularly and prayerfully. 





Dr. Kuiper’s book is indeed a notable addi- 
tion to the literature that has grown up 
around the great soul of Erfurt and Wit- 
tenberg, and should have a large place in 
contemporary appraisal of his life. Un- 
hackneyed, reading not so much like a con- 
ventional biography as like the staccato of 
Victor Hugo or Emil Ludwig, it is a book 
for both the general reader and the scholar. 
In brilliant fashion the author recreates 
the intellectual, social, and political atmo- 
sphere of the times, until the reader almost 
seems to be walking the streets beside 
Luther, or sitting with him at his desk. 
With consummate skill and a wealth of in- 
formation the development of the mind and 
soul of Luther is traced step by step, until 
the fascinating story reaches its climactic 
issue. No one could turn from this book 
without a renewed and exhilarating sense 
of the greatness, the wonder, and the suffi- 
ciency of the grace of God. 


His Unchanging Word. By William 
Evans, Ph.D., D.D. (American Sunday- 
School Union, Philadelphia, 50 cents.) A 
great Bible teacher of many years’ experi- 
ence has brought together in simple, satis- 
fying form a convenient little volume de- 
signed for personal Bible study and the 
preparation of messages, or to be used as a 
textbook in classes, vacation Bible schools, 
young people’s groups, or correspondence 
courses. There are two main divisions, “A 
Survey of the Bible” and “How to Master 
the Bible.” The first covers such topics as 
“What the Bible Has to Say about Itself,” 
“How Our Bible Came to Us,” and “How 
the Bible Divides Itself.” These are sub- 
divided into brief chapters, each followed 
by a set of review questions. The second 
division on “How to Master the Bible” is 
exceedingly interesting, giving many “meth- 
ods” which are in themselves rich Bible 
studies. They illustrate the book method, 
chapter method, prophetic study, Bible char- 
acters, topical method, and close study of 
specific texts. The book will prove a pop- 
ular and inviting introduction to still fur- 
ther Bible study. 


This Grace Also. By John E. Simpson, 
D.D. (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, 
$1.) A textbook on stewardship or a 
study on tithing is not a new thing, but a 
textbook on Christian giving is not com- 
mon, to say the least. This book presents 
the Word and will of God with regard to 
the grace of giving over and above the 
tithe. It discusses, too, almost every phase 
of stewardship, —the stewardship of time, 
of life, of possessions, of the Gospel. In 
just six brief chapters this study book 
makes clear the Christian’s duty and priv- 
ilege in the matter of giving. It presents 
facts and principles, but it does far more, 
too. It is’ so written as to stir the stu- 
dents’ emotions and spur him to action in 
becoming the possessor of “this grace also.” 
Each chapter is preceded by an advance 
assignment for study and a statement of 
the aim of the chapter; and each is followed 
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by a series of questions, in answering which 
the subject matter of the chapter will be 
reviewed and fixed in the mind of the stu- 
dent. The book would make a splendid 
textbook either for a stewardship or mis- 
sion study class, or for individual study. 


Sunshine and Victory. By Julian C. 
McPheeters, D.D. (Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn., $1.) To those who them- 
selves are stricken with that dread disease, 
tuberculosis, and to those who have friends 
and loved ones suffering from it, this book 
will bring a message of cheer. The author 
contracted the disease when just a young 
minister, at the beginning of a promising 
career, and this is the story of how he 
fought it and after several years came off 
victorious. In telling his own story he 
tells the story of other stricken lives which 
touched his during the period he was laid 
aside, and also the story of some he has 
helped since his own battle was won. He 
tells not only how to gain the victory over 
the physical enemy, but also how moral and 
spiritual victories are possible in such crises 
through faith in an omniscient Father and 
a loving Saviour. The orange cover of 
the book reminds the reader of the sunshine 
of which its contents speak, and helps make 
it a gift of encouragement and comfort to 
one who is battling tuberculosis. 


Best Loved Religious Poems. By James 
Gilchrist Lawson. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.75.) How often there keep 
running through the mind of a Christian 
worker a few words or lines of a poem, 
but the other lines elude his memory most 
tantalizingly! And often it is just the poem 
desired to introduce or clinch a message! 
The owner of this book would seldom ex- 
perience such a difficulty, for it contains 
almost all the popular Christian poems of 
the English language, — over three hundred 
in all. And not only for the Christian 
worker, but also for all Christians this 
book would prove a treasure store of devo- 
tional reading. The poems are grouped 
under topics, such as: Atonement, Conse- 
cration, Guidance, Heaven, Promises of 
God, Salvation through Christ, and Will 
of God. There are four indexes: one to 
topics, one to the titles of the poems, one 
to the authors, and one to the first lines of 
the poems. These make it a very practical 
reference book. It is perhaps the most com- 
plete anthology of favorite Christian poems 


Review and Reward. By Harold P. 
Barker. (Loiseaux Bros., Bible Truth De- 
pot, New York, 60 cents.) Is there just a 
possibility that for some who are Christ’s 
the assurance that their sins are under the 
blood, blotted out forever, has made the 
subject of the judgment seat of Christ seem 
a matter remote, a subject which has no 
personal ie oe Ree for them? If so, here 
is a valuable little book, one calculated to 
remind us all that Jeremiah’s God is now, 
as always, “the Lord God of recompences,” 
who shall “surely requite”; that the price- 
less assurance that there is now no condem- 
nation does not obviate the fact that we 
must all appear before the judgment seat of 
Christ to receive, every one, those things 
done in the flesh, be they good or evil. 
Here is a solemn little -book, one true to 
the Word. It will make many an experi- 
enced Christian think soberly of the urgent 
need for buying up those precious oppor- 
tunities that still remain. And that feel- 
ing which we may have regarded as worthy 
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humility, which has made us loath to dwell 
upon the thought of reward, may have been 
a mistaken impulse. Moses had respect 
unto the recompense of the reward; the joy 
that was set before enabled our Lord to 
despise the shame of the cross. The book 
contains valuable suggestions as to the im- 
portance of the study of prophecy and an 
interesting character study based on the 
names in the sixteenth chapter of Romans, 


Jesus the Light of the World. By Fred- 
erick F. Kramer. (Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York, $1.50.) It is hard to imagine 
that anything new in the way of a life of 
Christ could be thought of, but the author 
of this book has followed a plan all his own, 
The story is given in the words of the four 
Gospels, following the King James Version. 
Not a word of the text is changed, but a 
continuous story is woven from selected 
parts in the material given by the four 
writers. From cover to cover of the book 
there is not a hint of the usual chapter and 
verse arrangement. It all looks and reads 
like an ordinary story, with paragraphs 
and quoted conversations, and the appear- 
ance is most interesting and attractive. 
Each chapter is preceded by an introduc- 
tory note explaining scenes, events, and 


circumstances. These notes, while fresh 
and unusual, represent the conservative 
viewpoint. 


The Perennial Revival. By W. B. Riley. 
(Judson Press, Philadelphia, $1.25.) The 
family of God on earth is afflicted. Much 
of Christ’s virgin host seems to be asleep, 








From Missionary Frontiers 


Go! Champions of. Light. By Frances 
Jenkins Olcott. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.75.) 


RUTH is stranger than fiction, and in 

nothing is this more strikingly illus- 
trated than in the annals of early mission- 
ary effort. Miss Olcott has unerringly 
sensed the romantic and thrilling aspect of 
some of the little-known incidents in far- 
away corners of the earth, and she tells 
them with freshness and power. There 
are four groups of short stories, more or 
less related to one another. The first cen- 
ters about the work of Dr. Shedd and 
others in Persia and among Mohammedans ; 
the second group covers India, both past 
and present; and the third and fourth 
groups deal with the discovering and evan- 
gelizing of the isles of the tropic seas, the 
New Hebrides, Melanesia, the Fiji, Solo- 
mon, and Hawaiian Islands, and others. 
The pages are full of the romance of true 
Christian faith and heroism. The author, 
a well-known librarian, is familiar with the 
best available literature for children, and 
she is. an expert at selecting good story 
material. Her. vivid word pictures are 
drawn from a vast field. The careful evan- 
gelical reader will be delighted to find a 
book of this type ringingly clear on the 
Word of God and true to the Gospel. While 
written primarily for young people’s read- 
ing, it is also an attractive missionary text- 
book, and will furnish an abundance of 
short missionary stories for workers with 
children and young people. It will also 
serve as lighter supplemental reading for 
adult mission study groups. While it con- 
tains a remarkable amount of informing 
material, yet it reads like fiction. 





* 741 


A religious awakening is necessary. Dead 
churches composed of dead church members 
who listen weekly to dead preachers illus- 
trate the peril of a fruitless formalism. Dr. 
Riley is a veteran soul-winner. For many 
years he has blown a trumpet on the walls 
of Zion calling the attention of God’s peo- 
ple to the perils that threaten them. Once 
again in these chapters he challenges and 
inspires the servants of God to attempt 
great things for God. He emphasizes the 
neglected ways of the Eternal Spirit. He 
traces and expounds the need of, accom- 
plishment of, and conservation of a per- 
ennial revival. The minister who thinks 
he is laboring under exceptional circum- 
stances, and is likely to use them as an ex- 
cuse for non-productiveness, ought to read 
and take to heart the message of this book, 
Dr. Riley is always interesting and strongly 
anecdotal. He knows the ways of God’s 
Spirit and clearly sets them forth. 


A Reasonable Faith. By Leander S. 
Keyser, A.M., D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co., New York, $1.50.) “The battle for 
the faith is on here in America; we can- 
not evade the issue; we ought not to want 
to evade it.” So declares this stalwart 
defender of the faith. Dr. Keyser has been 
a consistent exponent of the fallacies of 
modern rationalism for many years.’ He 
now adds a series of articles, some of which 
were published in various periodicals. 
Gathered together into a logical sequence 
are fifteen chapters full of spiritual under- 
standing, proving the “sweet reasonableness 
of ‘the Gospel.” Dr. Keyser’s arguments 
for the divine authorship of the Scriptures 
are vividly sensible and conclusive. He 
answers the abysmal unbelief of Modernism 
with piercing logic and compelling argu- 
ment. His emphasis upon the Holy Spirit, 
the power of Christ to save, the true origin 
of man and the purpose of his creation, 
and his defense of a truly Biblical theology 
are like the piloting flashes of a lighthouse 
to a homeward-bound mariner; they sort 
out the right way for storm-tossed souls 
sailing the sea of time and bound for eter- 
nity. How rich can the mind become that 
stores up within itself the eternal verities of 
the Word and the Spirit! Dr, Keyser’s re- 
source is a spiritual armory from which 
he draws effective weapons to demolish the 
bastions of unbelief. He has gone to the 
primal source of truth to learn the truth. 
He accepts the whole Christ of the whole 
Bible and his foundations are solid. 


Kapoot. By Carveth Wells. (Robert M. 
McBride and Co., New York, $2.50.) Here 
is an account of Soviet Russia as seen by 
that familiar world traveler, who told the 
world about “Coldest Africa” and the hard- 
ships of the Malay jungle. This is not a 
pleasant book, though it will often make 
one smile—grimly. Its subject matter, 
revolting in itself, is not dealt with from 
the Christian viewpoint. But it is a con- 
vincing book. One wishes that every Amer- 
ican who is in any measure inclined to look 
upon Russia’s present program as a noble 
experiment had, as the author suggests, to 
spend a month in Russia off the beaten track, 
away from the set-up arranged for tour- 
ists. That being impossible, the budding 
Communist should at least be compelled to 
read this book, for Carveth Wells says 
that he went there with a sympathetic 
mind. Kapoot is, as the author early dis- 
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The Blessing of Bible 
Memorizing 


O ONE can estimate the blessing that 

comes from memorizing the Word of 
God. Dr. R. A. Torrey said that one of 
the chief reasons for his joyous Christian 
life was that he memorized so much of 
the Scripture. Dr. W. H. Fitchett of Aus- 
tralia declared that Bible verses that are 
committed to memory become an “ever- 
multiplying spiritual force and an ever- 
intensifying and widening radiance, light- 
ing up the whole life.” 

Twenty-six years ago The Bible Success 
Band was started by Mrs. E. A. R. Davis. 
It is a plan for learning a verse of Scrip- 
ture daily. Each year a beautiful booklet 
is published containing the list of Scripture 
verses to be memorized during the year. 

The 1934 booklets of the Band are now 
ready. They contain the list of the great 
Psalms and chapters to be memorized dur- 
ing 1934 that will greatly enrich the lives 
of those who learn them. In addition also 
to the list of verses to be committed to 
memory, the booklet contains two messages 
by Dr. Paul W. Rood, President of the 
World’s Christian Fundamentals Associa- 
tion, and Captain Reginald Wallis, the well- 
known secretary of the Dublin Y. M. C. A. 

Here are a few phrases from Dr. Rood’s 
message: “It is impossible to exaggerate 
the importance of memorizing Scripture. 
Every believer should be storing his mem- 
ory with the Word of God, especially in 
youth when the memory is receptive and 
retentive. A successful life is a Bible cen- 
tered life. Read the Word! Meditate 
upon the Word! Obey the Word! Love 
the Word! Memorize the Word!” 

As usual the 1934 Bible Success Band 
booklet has a beautiful new cover design. 
It is lithographed in colors and gold, and 
drawn by Miss E. Hope Lucas of Cam- 
bridge, Eng. The booklets make splendid 
and inexpensive Christmas and New Year 
gifts for friends and Sunday-school and 
Bible classes. They are as beautiful as 
Christmas cards, and bring blessing through 
the year to those who learn the verses. 

The booklets are sold at a very low 
price in order that they may have a wide 
circulation. They may be secured from 
George T. B. Davis, 1505 Race Street, 
Philadelphia, for 5 cents a copy; 50 cents 
a dozen; $1 for 25; $3.50 for 100 copies. 
It is suggested that those who desire the 
booklets should order them early, so that 
they may be received in good time for use 
during the Christmas and New Year sea- 
son, 

we 


When Cowper Attempted Suicide 


ARIOUS stories have been circulated 

about the writing of William Cowper’s 
well-known hymn, “God moves in a mys- 
terious way, His wonders to perform.” One 
story was recently received by THE SuN- 
DAY SCHOOL TIMES, and the Editors, wish- 
ing to verify it, wrote to Mr. Marshall 
Broomhall, former editorial secretary of 
the China Inland Mission in England. Mr. 
Broomhall has written a number of books, 
among them being “Hudson Taylor, the 
Man Who Believed God,” and the latest, 
“Our Seal— Being the witness of the 
China Inland Mission to the Faithfulness 
of God,” reviewed in the Times of August 
19. Mr. Broomhall’s reply follows: 
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“Cowper was born in Berkhamsted, the 
place from which I write. The story as 
told in the cutting is not quite correct. I 
will give you the correct story. It is as 
follows: 

“In one of those attacks of mental de- 
rangement, he unhappily believed that the 
divine will was that he should drown him- 
self in the river Thames. Then only thirty- 
one years old, he called for a chaise, and 
ordered the driver to take him to the Tower 
Wharf, intending, as he records, “to throw 
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myself into the river_from the Custom- 
House Quay. I left the coach at the Tower 
Wharf, intending never to return to it. 
But I found the water low, and a porter 
seated on some goods, as if intended to 
prevent me. This passage to the bottom- 
less pit being mercifully shut against me, 
I returned to the coach, and ordered the 
man to drive me back to the Temple.” Thus 
the snare was broken. Cowper immediately 
sat down and wrote the hymn, “God moves 
in a mysterious way.”’” 





Rome's Black Paganism in Paul’s Day 





NE of the greatest Latin and 
Greek scholars of our gener- 
ation has written an extraor- 
dinary article for next week’s issue 
of THE SuNpDAY ScHOOL TIMES. 
Ernest G. Sihler, Ph.D., Litt.D., 
was Professor of the Latin Lan- 
guage and Literature at New York 
University from 1892 to 1923, and 
has been Professor Emeritus since 
then. He had been Fellow in 
Greek at Johns Hopkins University, 
and Fellow in Greek History at 
Lafayette. 


His studies and researches in 
classical literature and _ history 
have established his reputation in 
the front rank of such scholarship. 
Of his masterpiece, “From Augus- 
tus to Augustine,” an authoritative 
volume dealing with “The Contact 
and Conflict of Classic Paganism 
in Christianity,” both British and 
American reviews had only words 
of highest tribute. Thus The Ex- 
pository Times of Edinburgh said 
of it: 


“Dr. Ernest G. Sihler is an expe- 
rienced and sure-footed guide in 
the whole region of classical liter- 
ature . . . [His volume] is a fine 
piece of first-hand scholarship, mas- 
sive, learned, readable . . . cool and 
sane in face of excited eulogies, 
quickly bringing these exuberancies 
to the test of cold facts.” 


But Dr. Sihler is more than a 
great classical scholar—he is a 
humble, devoted disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ and an unques- 
tioning believer in the Word of 
God. He has testified that, after a 
long life-time of familiarity with 
the best classical literature, he finds 
little pleasure in it, but turns to 
the Scriptures for his real refresh- 
ment, strength, and joy. At the 
same time he believes that “the spir- 
itual failure of classical antiquity 
is an important matter for the his- 
torical student of Christianity as 
well as for all other thoughtful 
men.” 


The International Uniform Sun- 
day School lesson for December 17 
is “Paul in Rome,” taking up Acts 





Immorality and Brutality of the World of 
Classical Culture 


27 and 28. An an authoritative 
sidelight of amazingly fresh and 
invaluable information that gives a 
background for the study of this 
lesson, Dr. Sihler has written an 
article for next week’s issue of THE 
Sunpay ScHoot TIMEs, 


Rome's Black Paganism 
in Paul's Day 


Exclusive articles of this sort 
give the TrmEs its unique value to 
pastors, Sunday-school teachers, 
and the rank and file of Christian 
people who welcome the best that 
reverent scholarship can offer. Do 
not let your friends who may not 
now be getting THe Sunpay 
ScHoot TIMEs miss this extraordi- 
nary message. Ten Weeks Get 
Acquainted subscriptions at 25 
cents each, for those nct now tak- 
ing the paper, will begin with next 
week’s issue and thus make sure of 
this article, if mailed promptly with 
the request that the subscription 
begin with Dr. Sihler’s article. 


Such subscriptions will secure 
also many other unusual articles, 
such as Dr. J. Gresham Machen’s 
authoritative study of “The Im- 
portance of the Virgin Birth”; 
President McQuilkin’s preview of 
the New Year’s lessons, “How to 
Master Matthew’s Gospel”; the 
thrilling account of a tragic human 
sacrifice made by misguided re- 
ligious fanatics in the mountains of 
Kentucky and then the blessed 
sequel in a flourishing Sunday- 
school now conducted there; a 
full and comprehensive discussion 
of the Oxford Group Movement, 
that false cult that is growing so 
rapidly ; and the personal testimony 
of some of our ablest, sanest, most 
loved and trusted Bible teachers of 
today on “How I Came to Believe 
in the Lord’s Return.” 


Ten Weeks Get Acquainted sub- 
scriptions, for those not now tak- 
ing the Times, will make sure of - 
all these, articles, if mailed promptly 
to The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 North Thirteenth Street, 
Philadelphia. 
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LESSON 11. 








DECEMBER 10. PAUL IN CAESAREA 


International Uniform Lesson.—Acts, Chapters 21 to 26; printed text: 24: 10-23 


Golden Text.—Herein do | exercise myself, to have always a conscience void of offence toward God, and toward men.— Acts 24:16 











The portion of the text indicated by the International Lesson Committee 
for printing in the lesson helps is Acts 24 : 10-23 


Kinc JAMES VERSION 


Acts 24:10 Then Paul, after that the governor had beckoned 
unto him to speak, answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou hast 
been of many years a judge unto this nation, I do the more cheer- 
fully answer for myself. 

11 Because that thou mayest understand, that there are yet but 
twelve days since I went up to Jerusalem for to worship. 

12 And they neither found me in the temple disputing with any 
man, neither raising up the people, neither in the synagogues, nor 
in the city: 

13 Neither can they prove the things whereof they now accuse me. 

14 But this I confess unto thee, that after the way which they 
call heresy, so worship I the God of my fathers, believing all things 
which are written in the law and in the prophets: 

15 And have hope toward God, which they themselves also allow, 
that there shall be a resurrection of the dead, both of the just and 
unjust. . 

e And herein do I exercise myself, to have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward men. 

17 Now after many years I came to bring alms to my nation, 
and offerings. 

18 Whereupon certain Jews from Asia found me purified in the 
temple, neither with multitude, nor with tumult. 

19 Who ought to have been here before thee, and object, if they 
had aught against me. 

zo Or else let these same here say, if they have found any evil 
doing in me, while I stood before the council, 

21 Except it be for this one voice, that I cried standing among 
them, Touching the resurrection of the dead I am called in question 
by you this day. 

22 And when Felix heard these things, having more perfect knowl- 
edge of that way, he deferred them, and said, When Lysias the chief 
captain shall come down, I will know the uttermost of your matter. 

23 And he commanded a centurion to keep Paul, and let him have 
liberty, and that he should forbid none of his acquaintance to min- 
ister or come unto him. 
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AMERICAN STANDARD VERSION 

Acts 24:10 And when the governor had beckoned unto him to 
speak, Paul answered, 

Forasmuch as I know that thou hast been of many years a judge 
unto this nation, I cheerfully make my defence: 11 seeing that thou 
canst take knowledge that it is not more than twelve days since I 
went up to worship at Jerusalem: 12 and neither in the temple did 
they find me disputing with any man or stirring up a crowd, nor in 
the synagogues, nor in the city. 13 Neither can they prove to thee 
the things whereof they now accuse me. 14 But this I confess unto 
thee, that after the Way which they call a sect, so serve I the God 
of our fathers, believing all things which are according to the law, 
and which are written in the prophets; 15 having hope toward God, 
which these also themselves ? look for, that there shall be a resur- 
rection both of the just and unjust. 16 * Herein I also exercise 
myself to have a conscience void of offence toward God and men 
always. 17 Now after some years I came to bring alms to my 
nation, and offerings: 18 “amidst which they found me purified in 
the temple, with no crowd, nor yet with tumult: but there were 
certain Jews from Asia—s19 who ought to have been here before 
thee, and to make accusation, if they had aught against me. 20 Or 
else let these men themselves say what wrong-doing they found when 
I stood before the council, 21 except it be for this one voice,\tvat 
I cried standing among them, Touching the resurrection of the dead 
Lam called in question before you this day. 

22 But Felix, having more exact knowledge concerning the Way, 
deferred them, saying, When Lysias the ‘chief captain shall come 
down, I will determine your matter. 23 And he gave order to the 
centurion that he should be kept in charge, and should have indul- 
gence; and not to forbid any of his friends to minister unto him. 

1Or, accept. *Or, On this account. *Or, in presenting 
which. * Or, military tribune. 
American Standard Version copyright, 1929, by International Council 
of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Robert C. McQuilkin 
President Columbia Bible College 


Approach to the Lesson 


E HAVE traveled with Paul in 
W the chief cities of Asia and Europe. 

We have studied him as Saul the 
persecutor, then as Paul the great»mis- 
sionary-apostle, as Paul the persecuted, 
Paul the great preacher, and Paul the great 
writer. Now in Jerusalem and Czsarea 
we meet Paul the prisoner. We find that 
he is still Paul the preacher, witnessing 
for his risen Lord at every opportunity. 
Indeed; Christ is magnified more than ever 
in Paul the prisoner. 


The Historical Setting 


Paul left Philippi after the Passover, in 
the spring of A. D. 57 or 58, planning to 
arrive in Jerusalem by Pentecost (Acts 
20:6, 16), which he probably did (21: 
26). For two-years he was kept a prisoner 
at Cesarea until Festus replaced Felix, 
probably in A. D. 60. 


Verse by Verse 


Acts 24:10—The governor had beck- 
oned. Felix was the procurator of Judza. 
Thou hast been of many years a judge 
unto this nation. He had been governing 
in Judza about six years, an unusually long 
term, and previous to that had ruled in 
Samaria for two. years. J do the more 
cheerfully answer. Paul was courteous in 
his address, saying what favorable things 

e 


he could about this unjust and profligate 
ruler, not flattering him as Tertullus did 
Cvs: 2, 3). 


Verse 11.—Yet but twelve days since I 
went up to Jerusalem. And thus it is easy 
to give a record of his movements, and to 
refute the charges of sedition and profan- 
ing the Temple (vs. 5,6). For to worship. 
To observe Pentecost, and to join with 
other worshipers in the Temple (20: 16; 
21:26), not to go against the faith of his 
fathérs, 


Verse 12.—Neither found me in the tem- 
ple... , neither in the synagogues. A com- 
plete denial of their accusations. Evi- 
dently Paul had purposely refrained from 
preaching. 


Verse 14.—But this I confess. One ac- 
cusation they make is true. After the way 
which they call heresy. From this word 
we get “heresy,” but the word in the New 
Testament means “party” or “sect” (v. 5). 
They called the Way, the “sect of the 
Nazarenes.” Sadducees and Pharisees were 
also “sects” (Acts 5:17: 35:5; 26:5). 
Worship I the God of my fathers. A right 
which the Roman law accorded. Though 
a Nazarene he emphasizes that he wor- 
ships Israel’s God, as they did. Believing 
all things .. . in the prophets. Therefore, 
he is a loyal Jew, not a heretic. 


Verse 15.—Hope toward God, whtch they 
themselves also allow. The hope of the 
Messiah. Emphasizing things on which he 
agreed with his accusers. A resurrection of 
the dead, both of the just and unjust, The 


hope centered in the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus, which is his great central mes- 
sage, and is the pledge of the resurrection 
of all men. (Note Acts 23:6; 24:21; 26: 
6-8, 23.) What a conviction such testi- 
mony must have brought to the wicked 
Felix! 


Verse 16.—Herein do I exercise myself. 
In his conviction as to this hope, and in 
view of the coming solemn judgment, Paul 
gives diligence to order his conduct (2 Cor. 
5:9, 10). To have always a conscience 
void of offence toward God, and toward 
men, How opposite this is to the things 
whereof they accused him (2 Cor. 1:12; 
2:17). Paul here repeats what he said 
to the Sanhedrin (Acts 23:1). 


Verse 17.—Now after many years. After 
some years — about five (Acts 18:21, 22). 
I came to bring alms to my nation, and 
offerings. One of Paul’s chief purposes 
in going to Jerusalem (Rom. 16: 25, 26; 1 
Cor. 16: 1-4; 2 Cor. 8:1-4; Gal. 2:10). 


Verse 18.—Certain Jews from Asia. 
Those Ephesian Jews who hated him so 
bitterly and sought to destroy his work 
there (Acts 19:9). Found me purified in 
the temple. Far from profaning the Tem- 
ple, he was carrying out the Jewish law. 
In this transition .period, while Temple 
worship was still going on, Paul was a 
faithful Jew, though he insisted on the 
Gentiles being wholly free from the law of 
Moses (21: 20-27). 


Verse 21.—Except it be for this one 
voice, ... touching the resurrection of the 
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dead. This is not a confession that Paul 
did wrong before the council, as some sug- 
gest, but an emphasis again upon the cen- 
tral truth of the death and resurrection of 
Christ which separated him from these 
Jews. 


Verse 22.—Felix ... having more perfect 
knowledge of that way. Felix had more 
exact knowledge than these Jews thought 
concerning “the Way,” one of the names 
for this new Faith (Acts 9:2; 19: 23; 22: 
4; 24:14). He deferred them. The just 
thing to do was to release Paul, but the 
natural thing, in his desire to favor Paul 
and not to enrage the Jews, was to put 
the matter off. 


The Heart of the Lesson 


The Jewish nation and the Roman em- 
pire were on trial before Paul the pris- 
oner, for Paul the prisoner was the am- 
bassador of the living God. Paul, like his 
Master, stedfastly set his face to go to 
Jerusalem. The rulers who had crucified 
the Lord of glory were to have another 
opportunity of facing the witness of the 
risen and glorified Lord, through his serv- 
ant Paul. Once more they rejected Him. 
Within twelve years their Temple was de- 
stroyed, profaned not by Paul, but by them- 
selves in their blind rejection of the Mes- 
siah. For Paul, the central fact in all 
those days of trial was not his matchless 
message before the Jerusalem crowd, or 
before Roman governors and King Agrippa, 
but the message brought to him on that 
night when his blessed Lord, for whom he 
suffered all these things, stood by him and 
said, “Be of good cheer, Paul” (Acts 23: 
11). The message was not that his suf- 
ferings were over, but that as his witness 
was completed at Jerusalem so would he 
bear witness for Christ at Rome. This is 
the center of the message for us also. We, 
as his ambassadors, are called to be obedi- 
ent to the heavenly vision, to open blind 
eyes, to turn men from darkness to light, 
from the power of Satan to God, to wit- 
ness both to small and to great concerning 
the Saviour from sin (Acts 26: 18-23). 
And when we do that, we shall hear his 
“Be of good cheer,” and the assurance that 
all his purpose through us as his witnesses 
will be accomplished. 


Lesson Outlines 
PauL DEFENDING AND WITNESSING 


Before: 1. Loving and fearful friends 
(Acts 21: 1-16). 2. Jerusalem church 
(21:17-26). 3. Jewish mob (21:27 to 
22:23). 4. Lysias (22: 24-29; 23: 10-32). 
5. Sanhedrin (22: 30 to 23: 10). 6. Felix 
23:33 to 24:27). 7. Festus (25: 1-12). 
8. Agrippa (25:13 to 26: 32). 

PAUL THE PRISONER 


1. His manner and spirit: Courage 
and steadfastness, courtesy and patience, 
faithfulness, love for enemies, faith in 
his Lord. 


2. His message and its rejection: The 
resurrection of Christ, proclaiming him as 
Messiah and Saviour, and warning of 
judgment to come,—rejected by Jews 
and Gentiles. 


3. His Master and his commission: 
The Lord controls all, using the Jews 
and the Roman power to bring about 
the witness in Jerusalem and in Rome, 
sustaining Paul until his mission is ful- 
filled. 
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Lesson Calendar 


The coinplete list of International Uniform 
Lessons for the year may be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 323-327 N. 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, at 10 cents 
a copy, or $1 a dozen. 
11. December 10.—Paul in Czsarea 
Acts, Chapters 21-26 
12, December 17.—Paul in Rome 
Acts, Chapters 27, 28 
13. December 24.—A Vision of World Peace 
Isaiah 11: 1-9 
14. December 31.—The Life of Paul 
Philippians 3 : 1-14 
First Quarter 
1. January 7.—Birth and Infancy of Jesus. 


Matthew 1:1 to 2:23 
2. January 14.—Baptism and Temptation 
ws, eT eee Matthew 3:1 to4:11 


3. January 21.—Jesus Begins His Ministry. 
Matthew 4 : 12-25 

. January 28.—Standards of the Kingdom. 
Matthew 5: 1-48 

5. February 4.—Putting God’s Kingdom 
First Matthew 6: 1-34 
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Special Lesson Topics and Truths 


Did Paul miss God’s will? There are 
those who believe that the Holy Spirit for- 
bade Paul to go to Jerusalem (Acts 21: 4), 
and that Paul made many mistakes when 
he got to Jerusalem. But this is to miss 
the whole meaning of the solemn narra- 
tive of the apostle’s witness in Jerusalem 
and Rome, to which Luke, under the guid- 
ance of the Holy Spirit, gave nearly one- 
third of the record in Acts. Paul was a 
sinner saved by grace, and liable to err, 
but we are here dealing with Paul as an 
inspired apostle and witness for Christ, 
fulfilling the ministry committed to him. 
The disciples at Tyre “said to Paul through 
the Spirit, that he should not go up to 
Jerusalem” (Acts 21:4). If this meant 
that God was forbidding him to go, Paul 
would surely understand it better than we, 
and it is hard to' conceive that he would 
go contrary to such a revelation. These 
disciples through the Spirit had seen clearly 
that bonds and imprisonment awaited Paul, 
as the Spirit revealed to Paul himself and 
to other prophets like Agabus (21: 10-12) ; 
the disciples at Tyre, like those at Czsarea, 
gave their judgment that he should stay 
out of Jerusalem. Paul’s solemn words 
in Acts 20: 21-24, in the address to the 
Ephesian elders, surely under inspiration, 
indicate that he was guided of the Spirit 
to set his face toward Jerusalem in spite 
of the bonds and imprisonment. Thus the 
disciples at Czsarea interpreted the mat- 
ter when they said, “The will of the Lord 
be done” (21: 12-14). When Paul got to 
Jerusalem he was guided in his witness 
step by step, according to the promise of 
the Lord that it would be given him what 
to speak (Matt. 10: 18-20). When the 
Lord stood by him, it was this very wit- 
ness that he commended, and there is not 
a suggestion in all the narrative that Paul 
was not speaking as the oracle of God in all 
his defenses. He trod the path his Master 
trod before. They rejected Him. They 
rejected Paul. They turned Christ over 
to the Gentiles. So did they with his 
apostle. But the Lord rescued him, for 
his witness was not complete till he carried 
it to Rome, the Gentile capital. What 
Jerusalem and Rome did to Paul spelled 
the doom of Jerusalem and Rome. But 
Paul’s Lord will yet, in his grace, save 
Jerusalem and the Gentiles. 


Other Special Topics. The Hope of 


November 25, 1933 


Israel and the Resurrection. Paul’s Mes- 
sages in Jerusalem and Cesarea. Journey 
to Jerusalem. Paul in Jerusalem. Char- 
acter of Lysias, Felix, Festus, Agrippa. 


Practical and Personal Applications 


Exercise unto godliness! To have a 
conscience void of offense toward God and 
toward men needs not only the acceptance 
of Christ as Saviour but a diligent and 
systematic exercising of all powers (1 
Tim, 4: 8-10; 6:12; Phil. 2:12). 

Christian courtesy and patience may be 
combined with uncompromising loyalty to 
the truth. Notice the courtesy in all of 
Paul’s speeches and personal dealings, not 
compromising, and yet not unnecessarily 
wounding and antagonizing. 

Preach the Word to sinners in high 
tlaces. To Paul, Felix and Drusilla, 
Agrippa and Bernice, were sinners who 
needed conviction and salvation. 


Flee from religious bigotry and cruelty. 
While we shudder at the malice of the 
fanatical Jews, let us remember that they 
thought they were serving God, and that 
their spirit is not different from the Chris- 
tian bigots, whether of the middle ages 
or of the twentieth century (Jas. 3:9; 4: 
115.32 17; 18). 

Are we bearing witness for Christ in 
season and out of season? If we would learn 
Paul’s secret and Paul’s power, we must 
adopt Paul’s lifelong habit of taking every 
opportunity to preach Christ. 

Do not put off a decision for Christ to 
@ more convenient season. 


Sentence Summaries of Lesson Truths 


Paul’s “defence” was a setting forth of 
himself as the chief of sinners saved by 
the abounding grace of the Lord of glory 
(Acts 22:1, 4, 8, 16). 

H. Clay Trumbull, following Paul, made 
it his life purpose that whenever he had 
opportunity, he would turn the conversa- 
tion to “the theme of themes,” and witness 
for Christ. 


Paul’s two years at Cesarea were not 
wasted; he was still “exercising himself,” 
storing up strength against the last great 
conflict before his course was ended. 

Paul believed all things that were writ- 
ten in the law and the prophets; so did 
his Lord; shall we stand with them, or 
with the modern infidels who speak in the 
name of scholarship? 

Paul was immortal until his work was 
done; so are we, providing we are in the 
Lord’s hands for his purposes as Paul was. 

Paul’s Roman citizenship saved him from 
much of the power of the enemy, but his 
citizenship in Heaven saved him from all 
the power of the enemy. 

“Felix” means “happy,” and “Festus” 
means “joyful,” but they rejected the only 
message that could make those names a 
glorious reality in life. 

Festus thought that Paul was mad; the 
centuries have shown that Paul’s words 
were words of truth and soberness; but 
the world still follows Festus. 


Agrippa recognized that Paul was ‘seek- 
ing to make him a Christian, but he did 
not recognize that it was his sin, not his 
high position nor his intellect, that kept him 
from. being. persuaded. 


CotumsiA, S. C. 























Lesson for December 10 


Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is 
an unusual one, and accounts for their 
variety, stimulus, and searching character. 
They are written by three members_ of 
The Sunday Schoo! Times staff,— Mr. 
McQuilkin, Mrs. Askew, and Mr. Smith. 
Have you tried assigning some of the ques- 
tions to different members of your class, 
letting them see whether they can discover 
the answers as given on a later page of 
this issue? 


HAT accusations did the Jews bring 

against Paul when they arrested him in 

the Temple? Can you mention two other 
New Testament trials when a similar accusa- 
tion was made? 

2. What characterizes Paul’s statements be- 
fore his judges, aside from his defense of 
himself ? 

3. What is Satan’s strategy when men are 
brought under conviction, as shown by the 
actions of Felix and Agrippa? 


4. Did the “convenient season” for hearing 
Paul preach the Gospel ever come to Felix 
again? 

5. What did Paul mean by “the hope of 
Israel’? In how many of his defenses did 
he mention it? 

6. What answer did Paul make to the 
charge that he spoke against the law? 


7. Did Paul do wrong in going through the 
Jewish ceremony in the Temple? (Acts 21: 
26.) Did this contradict his own teaching 
about law and grace? Was it a new depart- 
ure for him? 


8. What passage in Acts, spoken by Paul 
after he was forced to leave Ephesus, throws 
full light upon Paul’s life in that city? What 
is its striking revelation? 


9. What reveals the thoroughness of his 
work there? 
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10. What unnamed companion accompanied 
Paul on this last trip back to Jerusalem? 


Answers to the Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions are given 
on one of the later pages of this issue. 


we 


The Busy Men's Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The Christian Gentleman.—Paul .. . 
answered, Forasmuch as I know that thou 
hast been of many years a judge ...I do 
the more cheerfully answer (Acts 24: 10). 
All the beacon light men in the Bible seem 
to have been fire gentlemen. David came 
off the farm and Paul was an itinerating 
artisan, but that did not hinder them from 
being ornated by the delicate courtesy of 
kings and courts. In fact, the words 
“kindness” and “courtesy” are but different 
spellings of “King-ness” and “court-say” 
(or talk). 

The very first thing the Lord Jesus does 
for a convert is to make him a gentleman. 
The more spiritual life he lives the finer 
gentleman he becomes. 

Bowing and scraping and “beg-pawdon- 
ing,” and assuming a grand “mannah” are 
not being a gentleman. 

The Master was the world’s first real 
Christian gentleman. That woman of Sa- 
maria (John 4:18). That woman at the 
sand-writing (John 8:11). 

Paul was a good second. Witness the 
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fine courtesy in all his speeches. Paul 
has written the only satisfactory definition 
of a Christian gentleman, that after an ex- 
tended search, I have been able to find. 
Here it is in free verse: 


The Christian Gentleman suffereth long, 
And is kind; 

The Christian Gentleman envieth not; 
The Christian Gentleman vaunteth not himself, 
Is not puffed up, 

Doth not behave himself unseemly, 
Seeketh not his own, 

Is not easily provoked, 

Thinketh no evil; 

Rejoiceth. not in iniquity, 

But rejoiceth in the truth; 

Beareth all things, 

Believeth all things, 

Hopeth all things, 


Endureth all things (1 Cor. 13: 4-7). 


The Only Guide.—A conscience void of 
offence toward God, and toward men (v. 
16). “Just let your conscience be your 
guide,” is often jokingly said to the fellow 
who is told, “Go ahead and do what you 
like.” The fact of the matter is a man’s 
conscience is no North Star. You have 
to have something more than a mere con- 
science to conduct you safely through this 
life and make the port of the Next Life. 

A fellow’s conscience can be fooled just 
as easily as his eyes and his appetite. The 
sleight of hand man can do the one, and 
any good cook can do the other. See those 
French names on the menu? The chef 
is doing it for you. 

You can put the conscience to sleep with 
an argument, and a mighty poor and weak 
one at that—satisfy it by something you 
buy at a store. For example: How many 
times has your “conscience” told you to 
take a day or two off and go see the home 
folks back on the farm or in “little old 
Squedunk?” ‘You just “figgered” out how 
busy you were and sent mother a dress 
pattern, a pair of saltcellars, a lamp, or 
some other “junk” she did not want. She 
wants you, 

It is only in fiction a man’s conscience 
makes his sleep fitful and his life miser- 
able. In real life bad men sleep like 
logs. The hardest man I ever knew (dead 
now and unmourned even by his family) 
would “skin” a victim for his hide and 
tallow and set his wife and babies out doors 
if he did not fear the neighbors. To him 
compassion was a joke. He never worried 
or lost sleep. 

It was not until Paul met the Lord Jesus 
on the Damascus Road and got the Holy 
Spirit into his life that he began*to be 
rightly guided. From that source, and that 
source alone, comes wunerring guidance 
Crom: ‘2:14, 15; 1 Cor: 8:7). 


The Only Way Out.—When Felix heard 
these things (v. 22). -In verse 25 we read, 
“As he reasoned of .. . judgment to come, 
Felix trembled.” I hope that all you 
preachers and Sunday-school teachers 
notice that the preaching of “the faith in 
Christ Jesus” is what got next to godless 
and unscrupulous Felix. He keeps his sin, 
however. The convenient season never 
came. It rarely does. And old Mr. Vesu- 
vius is said to have buried him and Mrs. 
Drusilla when the old volcano wiped the 
unspeakable wickedness of aristocratic 
Rome off the map of Italy at the Pompeian 
suburb. 

Felix is only known and remembered 
because of the little Jewish prisoner who 
tried to save him by preaching faith in 
Christ Jesus. I have an idea a man of 
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Paul’s gifts and advantages could have 
preached science, art, literature, ethics, so- 
ciology, and especially athletics, as bril- 
liantly as any of the American pulpiteers 
who print startling sermon subjects in the 
Saturday newspapers. But Paul never did. 
And any minister who preaches anything 
else than what Paul preached is — oh, well, 
a badly advised parson! (1 Cor. 2:2.) 
Now listen! 

When I was a hard-boiled, near-atheist 
young fellow I went to church at night 
for just one thing,. to wit, to beau home 
the best looking girl in the congregation 
—and in the town, for that matter. There 
she sits over there with her sewing. We 
celebrate our Golden Wedding in two 
months, February 28th. 

But I had to sit still and take what the 
Rev. Dr. James Roberts had to give. The 
“faith in Christ Jesus” sermons were the 
only ones that interested me, cynical young 
heathen that I was. When the preacher, 
on rare occasions, took a side excursion into 
literature or science or socialism of some 
sort it made me tired. I was just fresh 
from years in college and knew more about 
such things than he did. When _ the 
preacher talked about digging brass from 
the hills, I awoke to laff my head off. You 
don’t dig up brass, you make it by mixing 
copper and zinc and lead. 

But when the good doctor preached sal- 
vation through faith in the Lord Jesus I 
was glad to see the Way out. And so one 
day in that very same church, with that 
very same preacher, and that very same 
girl, I took that Way out. And here I am 
with the very same Christ and that very 
same girl after fifty long, happy years. 


COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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The Illustration Round Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations 

for this department; one dollar is paid for 

each illustration accepted, and two dollars 
for the best one each week. But readers are 
urged not to send anything without first secur- 
ing and reading carefully a leaflet explaining 
the conditions of this department. The full list 
of lessons for the year, with this leaflet, will be 
sent for ten cents in stamps. Failure to note 
the conditions means that good illustrations 
are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School 
Times three full months in advance of the date 
of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on 
that portion of the lesson text indicated in the 
lesson list after the word “Print.” 


In view of the large number of illustrations 
submitted on each lesson, readers are asked to 
limit to ten the total for any one lesson. 

Why Believe Deuteronomy ?—Believing 
all things which are written in the law and 
in the prophets (v. 14). A few years ago 
in a railroad train, a lawyer, seeing I had 
my Bible in my hand, asked, “Do you be- 
lieve that Deuteronomy belongs to the 
canon of Scripture?” He had been reading 
infidelity and criticism of the Word of God. 
I answered by asking the question, “Do you 
believe in the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead?” He said, “Yes, certainly, 
I believe the resurrection of the God-Man 
to be the best authenticated fact in all 
history. But that has nothing to do,” said 
he, “with my question of the inspiration of 
the Book of Deuteronomy.” “Qh, yes, it 
has,” was my reply. “Was Christ, as 
proved by the resurrection, divine and God’s 
Son and perfect in life and teaching?” 
“Yes.” “Then you have taken your ques- 
tion to the final court of appeal. Christ 
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expounded unto them the Scriptures begin- 
ning at Moses and all the prophets, con- 
cerning himself, and called it Scripture and 
endorsed it as God’s Word. Deuteronomy 
was in it.’"—From E. J. Bulgin. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Leeds, Eng. 


The Land of the Living.—There shall 
be a resurrection (v. 15). When the Puri- 
tan Owen lay on his death-bed his secretary 
wrote (in his name) to a friend, “I am 
still in the land of the living.” ~“Stop, 
alter that,” said Owen. “‘I am yet in the 
land of the dying, but I hope soon to be 
in the land of the living.’”—From “Illus- 
trative Notes,’ by Dr. J. L. Hurlbut. Sent 
by Maggie Elizabeth Evans, Eolian, Tex. 


A Wheelbarrow Conscience.—Herein 
do I exercise myself, to have always a 
conscience void of offence toward God, and 
toward men (Golden Text). A wise man 
said: “Most people follow their conscience 
as a man follows a wheelbarrow, pushing 
it before him the way he wants it to go.” 
—from “5000 Best Modern IIlustrations.” 
Sent by L. G. James, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration, 


A Matter of Conscience.—To have al- 
ways a conscience void of offence toward 
God, and toward men (Golden Text). A 
minister was about to leave his own con- 
gregation for a distant city, to beg on be- 
half of his place of worship. Before his 
departure he called together the principal 
people connected with his charge, and said 
to them: ‘Now, I shall be asked whether 
we have conscientiously done all that we 
can for the removal of the debt. What 
answer am I to give? Mr. So-and-so, can 
you, in conscience, say that you have given 
all you can?” “Well, sir,” was the reply, 
“if you come to conscience, I don’t know 
that I can.” The same question was put 
to a second, and third, and so on, and sim- 
ilar answers were returned, until the whole 
sum required was subscribed, and there was 
no longer any need for the pastor to wear 
out his soul in going to the city on such 
an errand—From the Christian Herald 
(London). Sent by W. J. Hart, D.D., Utica, 


Troublesome Scriptures.—A conscience 
void of offence (Golden Text). Mark 
Twain once said: “Most people are both- 
ered by those passages of Scripture which 
they cannot understand; but as for me, I 
have always noticed that the passages in 
Scripture which trouble me most are those 
which I po understand.”—From the Homi- 
lope church envelope. Sent by Mrs. S. G. 
Huntington, Erie, Pa. 


Teaching by Objects 
By Ethel S. Low 





MatTERIALS: Two boys—one with 
a gilt paper crown and scepter, the 
other with hands and ankles chained. 











| SUPPOSE every one of you would 
rather be in the ruler’s place than in 
the prisoner’s. Think about it a moment. 
Felix was a rich and powerful Roman 
governor of Judea. He was free to go 
and come and do as he pleased. He had 
the homage and flattery of thousands. 


November 25, 1933 


Paul was poor, and despised by thou- 


sands. He was a prisoner. He really was’ 


not in a very happy condition. 

When Paul told Felix of faith in Christ, 
and reasoned with him of righteousness, 
temperance, and judgment to come, Felix 
trembled. But did he accept? No,, Felix 
waited for a more convenient season, which 
never came. 

For all eternity, Paul and Felix have 
changed places. (Change the crown and 
chains.) Paul will wear the crown and 
rule with Christ Jesus, while Felix, a 
prisoner forever, will reap the reward of 
sin—the sin of unbelief, 

“The wages of sin is death.” 

Mopesto, CAL. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Edith Goreham Clarke 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Laborers together with God (z Cor. 3:9). 
1. “Looking unto Jesus.” 

2. Paul at Cezsarea, 

3. A great missionary meeting. 











RACE Paul’s journey from Miletus 
to Jerusalem (Acts 21: 1-20), giving 
the children time to mark the places on 
their outline maps. Paul was hastening 
back to Jerusalem. Bring out the fact that 
wherever he went Paul was busy preaching 
the one thing in all the world which really 
matters — the glad tidings of redemption by 
grace. The secret of Paul’s life was that 
he never lost sight of the Lord Jesus. He 
ran the race “looking unto Jesus” (Heb. 
12:1). Paul was always conscious of 
the presence of his Lord with him, in ac- 
cordance with his promise (Matt. 28: 20). 
This is Paul’s second visit to Czsarea 
(see Acts 18:22). He and his party are 
entertained by Philip the evangelist who 
had Been used by God to the conversion 
of the treasurer of the Queen of Ethiopia. 
Agabus binds his own hands and feet 
with Paul’s girdle, thus signifying Paul’s 
approaching imprisonment (cf. 1 Kings 22: 
11). The predictions as to what would 
happen to him if he persisted in going up 
to Jerusalem were doubtless allowed by God 
to test his resolution to obey the inward 
Voice which had bidden him go. But Paul 
would not be daunted. Like Daniel, he 
“purposed in his heart” to be true to the 
revealed will of God, and steadfastly set 
his face toward Jerusalem. 

What a wonderful meeting they must 
have had with Paul the missionary in Jeru- 
salem! What thrilling stories he would 
have to tell them! (Let the children tell 
you some you have told them the last few 
weeks.) How thrilled they would all be 
at the conversion of the jailer and his fam- 
ily, and what questions they would ask! 
We can almost hear Paul sayihg, “Yes, 
and the Lord has done it all. He helped 
me all the way, and delivered me from all 
my enemies.” 

What does our Memory Verse say? (1 
Cor. 3: 9a.) We are God’s laborers! “To- 
gether with God.” How wonderful! It is 
always easier to do difficult things if we 
have some one with us to help us, is it 
not? Paul worked with God, and that was 
why his work was so successful. 

Bring out the thought that if we are 


< =? 


cS == 


=—= 


Lesson for December 10 


workers with God, we must do our best in 
everything — nothing is too small. 

How thorough Paul was in everything 
— Iam sure he made good tents! Do peo- 
ple know that you belong to God and are 
doing everything with him? People could 
tell Paul worked with God because of 
the way Paul acted. Do they know God is 
with YOU by the way you act? 


Expression Work 


On the blackboard draw a tree with fruit 
bearing the names of the ninefold fruit of 
the Spirit (Gal. 5:22, 23). Encourage the 
children to tell you of different times Paul 
showed all this fruit in his life, e. g., “love” 
when he immediately responded to the ap- 
peal of the man of Macedonia seen in his 
dream; “joy” in the prison (Acts 16). 
“Peace” in Corinth (Acts 18), and so on. 


York, Enc. 
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Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Paul, the World’s Missionary. 
1. Bearing Christ’s name before Jews, 
Gentiles, and kings. 


2. Suffering many things for that Name’s 
sake. 











AUL’S Ephesus experiences were the 

climax of his witnessing for his Lord, 
in full freedom, for not very many months 
hence he became a Roman prisoner, so to 
remain for the greater part of the remain- 
ing years of his earthly life. The full story 
of how that imprisonment first came about 
is revealed in the “Home Study” suggested 
for your girls, in preparation for this les- 
son — vivid, swift, and intensely interest- 
ing reading, as Luke records it in Acts 20 
and 21. Can any one of your girls sketch 
this story in outline for the others? or 
must you do it? For any adequate appre- 
ciation of this week’s study depends upon 
knowing the circumstances that brought 
about the situation revealed in Paul’s words 
of defense before the Roman governor, 
Felix. (See lesson text.) 

This defense is Paul’s third attempt to 
defend himself from the charges brought 
against him by the jealous Jews, who had 
begun their persecution of him when he 
first preached in Jerusalem, following his 
conversion (see Acts 9: 26-30). Follow- 
ing him in almost every place where he 
preached, at last they got him in their 
power, there in Jerusalem, through some 
Jews from Asia (the province around 
Ephesus). The mob they stirred up 
promptly brought in Roman interference, 
which in turn transferred Paul from Jeru- 
salem to Czsarea. There we find him a 
prisoner in Herod’s palace, facing accusa- 
tions voiced by one Tertullus, the “orator” 
representing the Jewish priests from Jeru- 
salem. Ask one of your girls to read Ter- 
tullus’ words, one Paul’s, and one Felix’s, 
in this twenty-fourth chapter, while still 
another reads the necessary words of con- 
nection and explanation. This will clearly 
set the scene before them at once, and bring 
out the full force of Paul’s words to Felix 
and Felix’s wavering weakness in the end. 

Then, ask another girl to read aloud 
Acts 9:15, 16 that all may note how per- 
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fectly Paul’s life fulfilled this pattern laid 
down for him immediately following his 
conversion. What girl can tell of at least 
one of Paul’s attempts to bear Christ’s 
name to the Jews? Another, one instance 
of his testimony to the Gentiles? And 
here (in this study) he is certainly using 
his first opportunity to bring that Name 
before a ruler (king). ‘Your girls surely 
feel that Paul’s real concern was not for 
his own safety, but to declare his Gospel 
to this ruler himself, as indeed Felix clearly 
saw and acknowledged. The “world’s mis- 
sionary” in truth, to all classes as well as 
in all places of this earth! 


Home Study 


Again you will want to read the story 
intervening between this and the next les- 
son study: Acts 25 to 28:10. Do you find 
Paul wavering at any time in the fulfillment 
of his commission? (Acts 9:15, 16.) List 
the “kings” before whom he testified. How 
and where do you bear the Name of Christ? 

Decatur, Ga. 

ve 


Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


How the Lesson is Taught This Week 
Beginning: A young scout. 

Discussion: How does a fellow get into 
God’s plan? Illustrate with the Vine and 


the Branch. The branch does not skip 

about; it simply abides. 

Objective: Getting into the center of 

God’s will. 

AY, fellows, this young nephew of Paul 

is not named, but he played an im- 
portant part in the exciting events that 
centered around Jerusalem and Czsarea 
during Paul’s last days in those two cities. 
He had his eyes and his ears wide open; 
his mind also was working, and he used 
his feet and his tongue to a good purpose. 
In fact, humanly speaking, he saved Paul 
from assassination. 

It is hard to realize how Paul’s enemies 
hated him. They had a mighty thirst for 
his blood. They bound themselves with 
an oath that they would neither eat nor 
drink until they killed him. Well, they 
didn’t kill him, and they must have gotten 
pretty hungry, for their plot failed, and 
all because of a wide-awake young scout. 

More than forty of these ruffians were 
in the scheme. They said to the chief 
priests and elders, “You ask the Roman 
captain to bring Paul back to the council 
tomorrow for further examination, and 
we will lie in wait and get him as he 
comes.” But Paul’s sister’s son overheard 
them and went direct to Paul where he 
was confined in the castle, and told him. 
Paul called one of the centurions, who 
took the boy io the chief with his story. 
This caused the chief to send Paul, under 
the cover of darkness, not to the council, 
but to Felix the governor, in Czesarea; and 
he gave Paul an escort of 200 soldiers, 200 
spearmen, and 70 horsemen, to insure his 
safety. 

Then follows the account of Paul’s mag- 
nificent defense before Felix the governor, 
and afterward before his successor, Festus; 
finally before King Agrippa. In all this so 
graphically told in the twenty-first to twen- 
ty-sixth chapters of Acts, Paul not only ably 
defended himself, but sought to teach those 
high-ups the truth about the Lord Jesus 
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Christ. So well did he speak that the guilty 
consciences of the rulers caused them to 
cry out. Felix trembled, Festus remon- 
strated, and Agrippa fought for time. Paul 
had silenced his accusers and now had his 
judges on the run. 

Those were thrilling days in the life of 
the great apostle, fellows; and the thing 
I am calling to your attention today is that 
a young fellow on the side lines, being on 
the alert to serve in any way he could, was 
privileged to be an important factor in 
God’s plan to carry Paul through the 
critical days of Jerusalem and Cesarea. 

All of which brings the matter down 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 


By Wade C. Smith 
Author of ’ The Little Jetts Telling Bible Stories" 
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to you. God has a place for you in his 
great plan. I would not attempt to say 
just where the place is, nor just what you 
are to do. I do know that the time to be 
thinking about ‘it is now. Not to be impa- 
tient, but ready. On the alert, Looking 
to Him. Sooner or later He will make 
it clear to you. It is the one thing above 
all others that makes life worth living: 
to know that you are in the center of 
God’s will. You are safe there; and first 
thing you know you will be tingling with 
the consciousness that your oar is pulling, 
and that you would be missed if you should 
drop out. 


Greensporo, N. C. 














A Staunch Defender 
of the Faith 


“ Which once delivered unto the saints” 





Rev. Isaac Masszry Hatpeman, D.D. 

On September 27th, 1933, after a long and fruitful 
ministry, Dr. H aldeman was summoned Home to be tor- 
ever with his Lord. For neariy sixty-four years he was 
a minister of the Gospel. He stood without compromise 
for the integrity of the Word of God. He fought a good 
fight and finished his course. 

Ge t though he has “‘ gone from mortal sight awa » yet 
strangely near he seems today’’—and through t ¢ ‘in- 
spired writings of his ready pen he still speaks to poe 

BOOKS BY DR. HALDEMAN 
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE, 578 pages, $2.00 
A tich storehouse of Bible treasure, to which is added 
the Author’s ‘‘ Dispensational’’ chart in colors. 
A DISPENSATIONAL KEY TO THE HOLY 
SCRIPTUR: PMNS 6 & ote. a @ -$ .25 
THE SIGNS OF THE TIMES, 366 
Vivid and Startling Portrayals of 
Conditions. 


THE TABERNACLE, SORES TSH, AND OF- 
FERI $2.50 


1.7 
my Day 


» 408 pa 
With great weal f “detail, Dr. Haldeman shows 
how the framework, the coverings, the curtains, the 
hangings, the priesthood, the robes and the offerings 
‘abernacle in the wilderness prefigured the 
Person, the work and the glory of Christ. 


Cer AN ogra IN THE LIGHT OF eK 

RIPTU a 75 

r Searching Taaiece = one of the greatest elie 

perils of the day. A book that convinces and 
convicts \ 


A KING’S a or Why I Am Geers to 
Modernism, 1 Wt yg 25 
“The book is a ot ut it cuts to pieces an ‘the 
Word of God but the shallow sophistries of de- 
structive criticism.” 

A REVIEW OF DR., HARRY EMERSON FOS- 
DICK’S BOOK: “The Modern Use of 
Bible,” 116 pag ges 
Do you realize the extreme danger of the teachings 
of this acknowledged giant of Modernism ? 

THE COMING OF CHRIST: Both sieues i 
and Imminent, 325 pages . - TR 
TEN SERMONS ON THE SECOND COMING 
748 pages -- 2 see ee ee ee eevee $2. 


we I an THE SECOND COMING 


ca + } 5 @ wus 6 ¢ 1.2 
CAN THE! DEAD See ee Ate WITH Me | 
LIVING? 138 pa 
An amazing, fascinating, eye-opening dnetules 
from a Biblical standpoint. 
THE Rig te OF GOD: A Review of Mr. 
ea eure’ 4 ell *The Gospel of the King- 


Tee bee eee ok Se 


dom, 2 $1.50 

A defense x} tee enaational Truth and the “ Scofield 

Bible”’ ; and a book for all who wish to know the 
mind _of Christ. 

These books have been most helpful in strengthening 
others in the faith. Why not let them help you and that 
loved one of yours? A Splendid Christmas Gift!! 

Your order will receive prompt attention. 


SERVICE & SUPPLIES for CHRISTIAN WORK 


156 Fifth Avenue, New York City 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
may we not be afraid to stand forth boldly 
for thy cause when we are accused by its 
enemies. May the accusation put before us only 
a fresh oppertunity to testify to the truth. 
May we learn from this lesson the courtesy 
and the dignity with which thou wouldst have 
us speak to those who unfairly attack us. May 
we realize that we are not our own, but belong 
to him whom we serve, and may we be ready 
to give a reason for the faith that is in us, 
whenever occasion calls for the defense of that 
faith, We ask this in the name of the Lord 
Jesus. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Just notice how cour- 
teous and tactful Paul was, as he began his 
defense before Governor Felix. See how 


steadily and quietly he builds up his defense, - 


Then comes the frankest sort of statement 
that he does worship the God of his fathers, 
and he does try to live withcut offe e 
toward men. He wishes his accusers were 
there to tell what they thought they had 
against him. Was Felix impressed? Yes, 
indeed! He had Paul before him a second 
time, and as Paul then “reasoned of right- 
eousness, temperance, and judgment to 
come, Felix trembled, and answered, Go 
thy way for this time; when I have a con- 
venient season, I will call for thee.” How 
much better it is to be straightforward and 
upstanding in defending ourselves from un- 
fair charges than to try to cover up the 
facts and to make excuses! Paul had some- 
thing to stand up for. It was not himself 
but his Lord for whom he was speaking. 
If we are on the Lord’s side, who can 
harm us? If we are not, no wonder we 
get afraid! Let us pray. 





NOT ASHAMED 


DEFENDING CHRSTs 
NOT AFRAID 











This Week's Questions Answered 
(On the lesson for December 10) 


They accused him of teaching all men 
eumeoalan against the people, the law, and 
the temple (Acts 21:28). They accused 
Stephen of ig tes against the Temple and 
the law (Acts 6: They accused Christ 
of picenine ott da ‘the Temple (Matt. 26: 60 
and 61). 


2. The fatt that Paul sought to win his 
judges to Christ. 

3. When Satan sees sinners coming under 
conviction, he endeavors to make them post- 
oo decision. 

Felix very frequently sent for Paul (Acts 
ont 26), and doubtless Paul preached to him 
again and again. But he did not believe the 
Gospel. 

5. The hope of Israel was the Messiah, and 
included the resurrection of the dead. Both 
of these came together in Jesus, who was 
raised from the dead as the pledge of our 
resurrection. Paul spoke of this to the San- 
hedrin (Acts 23:6), to Felix (24: 15-21), to 
Agrippa (26: 8). 


6. Paul maintained that he believed all the: 


law and the prophets, that both he and his 
accusers believed in the coming Messiah, but 
that they refused to accept the Messiah, who 
had come. Thus Paul claimed to be loyal to 
the law, and to the hope of Israel, while they 
were disloyal. 


. Paul wrote that to the Jews he became 
as ‘a Jew, to those under the law as under the 
law (1 Cor. 9:20). Paul, like James and the 
other Christian Jews in this transition period, 
continued to observe the customs (Acts 21: 
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24), though not as a means of salvation. Paul’s 
action in Jerusalem was not a new thing for , 
him, nor against his teaching. It is incon- 
ceivable that Paul should take Jewish vows as 
he did in Cenchrea (Acts 18: 18), circumcise 
Timothy, and purify himself in the Temple, if 
these things contradicted his teaching about 
law and grace. A Christian today might fast 
and go through other forms and not contra- 
dict grace. 


8. Acts 20:17-38 reveals Paul’s personal 
life as an evangelist in Ephesus, and the in- 
tense love the believers there bore him. 


9. He left an organized church there (Acts 
20:17). 
10. Luke, doubtless the writer of Acts, uses 
“we” of Paul’s party from Acts 20:5, 6 
through 21:17, showing that Luke was a 
member of the group all the time. Then this 
“we” appears again in 27:1 and on to the 
end of the Acts. 
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Stars of Fall 
By Samuel Scoville, Jr. 


HEN the fall nights come and the 

air tastes of frost, an ice-blue star 
crosses the sky. It is Vega of the Lyre, 
third brightest of our Northern stars, Only 
Arcturus, low in the west, and Sirius, the 
sky king, yet to come, rank above the 
Harp Star. 

Watch until that night comes when just 
at dark Vega gleams from the very center 
of the sky. The next day search where 
the wet meadows are still green. If you 
know her haunts you will find, burning 
blue in the deep grass, the last and loveli- 
est of our flowers. Through long lashes 
the fringed gentian looks up to her birth 
star throned in the zenith of the sky. We 
humans forget that the stars shine for other 
earth folk than ourselves. 

Vega was the first star to be photo- 
graphed—in 1850 by the daguerreotype 
process, She is now speeding toward us 
at the rate of nine and a half miles per 
second, faster than a bullet from a high- 
powered rifle. The crash, however, will 
be delayed several years, so the astron- 
omers tell me. 

Toward the southeastern horizon shines 
a “Y,” faint indeed, but as perfect as if 
it were on the front of a Yale sweater. 
This is the Water Jar which is tipped 
by Aquarius, the Waterman, and pours a 
ceaseless stream into the thirsty mouth of 
the Southern Fish, which is marked by 
Fomalhaut, a first magnitude star, which 
never rises far above the southern horizon. 

The Water Jar is full of so-called lucky 
stars. To the right of the center star of 
the “Y” is Sadalmelik, the Luck of the 
King, while just below is Sadalsuud, the 
Luckiest of the Lucky. Then there is Sa- 
dachbia, the Snake Star, being the Luck of 
the Serpent. 

Not far from Vega, in the very center 
of the Milky Way shines the Northern 
Cross, more correctly known as Cygnus 
the Swan. The bright star at the head of 
the Cross is Deneb, the faintest of all of 
the first magnitude stars. If the constel- 
lation is considered as a flying swan, Deneb 
is the tail of the bird, while the base of 
the cross is its outstretched neck. 

The Persians called this constellation the 
Roc, that fabulous bird which made Sin- 
bad the Sailor so much trouble, while to 
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the Arabians it was the Hen. In this 
constellation is Sixty-one Cygni, a hardly 
visible star, but one of the nearest to our 
earth. Sirius is another one of the near-by 
stars. Neither of these stars, however, is 
apt to crowd us unduly. If the distance 
from the earth to the sun were one inch, 
the distance from the earth to either of 
these stars would be about seven and one- 
half miles, 

In the lower side of the Milky Way and 
below Cygnus is a bright star between two 
fainter guard stars. This is Altair the 
lucida or Alpha star of Aquila the Eagle. 
The three stars are the Family of Aquila, 
and their line is used in determining dis- 
tances in the sky, being exactly five degrees 
in length, 

According to a Korean legend, Altair 
is a prince, who was to marry the beau- 
tiful princess Vega, but the match was 
broken off by Vega’s stern father. From 
the farther bank of the Milky Way the 
poor prince looks longingly toward his 
would-be bride. Once a year, on the sev- 
enth night of the seventh moon, all the 
magpies in Korea fly up into the sky and 
make a suspension bridge on which the 
twain meet. All good Koreans throw stones 
at any magpie seen on earth on that day, 
because he should be up in the sky helping 
the lovers, 

Altair is the standard first magnitude 
star of the sky. The brightness of all 
the others is measured by it, just as El 
Nath in Taurus the Bull is the standard 
of whiteness. Sirius, the brightest star 
in the sky, is nine and a half times as 
brilliant as Altair. 

Above Altair, on the lower edge of the 
Milky Way, is a tiny parallelogram on 
the Way’s edge, Delphinus the Dolphin. 
Probably, too, it is the Diamond, mentioned 
by the writer of that immortal verse which 
begins, “Twinkle, twinkle.” The constel- 
lation is also called Job’s Coffin. Why, no 
one yet has ever been able to discover. 

Look close just above Altair and you 
will see, in the Way, Sagitta the Arrow, 
a tiny constellation made up of four stars, 
the point being turned toward the neck of 
the Swan. Forever and forever it speeds 
through the skies, the smallest of afl of our 
constellations. 


HAVERFoRD, Pa. 





For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth 
Director of 





The Great Commission Prayer League 





Following the Home Daily Bible Readings 

on the International Uniform Sunday School 

Lessons, issued by the International Sunday 
School Lesson Committee. 


December 4 to 10 


Mon.—Acts 24:1-9. Paul Accused. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Paul was ac- 
cused by Jewish leaders through a pro- 
fessional pleader before the governor 
Felix. The apostle makes a Spirit-directed 
defense. He was held for a further hear- 
ing. But in the meanwhile he has oppor- 
tunity: given of God to testify before gov- 
ernors and kings for the sake of the Lord’s 
name. Thus God overruled, as he always 
does, whatever ill is directed against a 
faithful servant. Pray for troubled Man- 
churia. Many are turning to Christianity, 
and churches are being revived. 
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Tues.—Acts 24: 16-23. Paul’s Defense. 

PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Paul never uses 
flattery. In the Proverbs we read: “He 
that rebuketh a man, afterwards shall find 
more favour than he that flattereth with 
the tongue” (Prov. 28:23). He states the 
obvious truth; confesses his faith in Christ, 
and declares his hope in the resurrection 
of the just and the unjust. One wonders 
how some of the unjust then present felt 
about that reference. Paul, with conscience 
void of offense toward God and man, was 
high above the narrow, wicked sectarian- 
ism of his times. Pray for the lonely 
settlers in western New South Wales. 
Evangelists make their way by airplane to 
lonely hamlets, which is quite unique in the 
evangelistic field. 

Wed.—Psalm 86 : 11-17. 
Faith and Prayer in Trouble. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Prayers, petitions, 
and praises blend in this Psalm of David. 
Former mercies raise hope of an answer 
to prayer for urgent help. The Psalmist’s 
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life was one of prayer. Such a life helps 
to make one comfortably easy in times of 
sudden trouble. The habit of praying daily 
makes one certain of the blessed outcome 
of every trial of faith. Troubles are never 
enjoyable, but they are always profitable. 
Prayer sweetens every form of trial. Pray 
for much blessing upon the numerous trans- 
lations of the Bible, nearly fifty such hav- 
ing appeared in Africa within the past six 
years. 


Thurs.—Mark 13 : 9-13. Divine Help Assured. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Divine warnings 
of coming trouble are accompanied with 
divine assurance of help. Ecclesiastical 
proceedings against the people of God are 
particularly mentioned in this passage. 
Their “councils,” and their “synagogues.” 
The civil courts come next in order of 
mention, which are usually contingent upon 
the former. In such situations God prom- 
ises to stand by his servants to support their 
faith and courage and to give them utter- 
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Off to ALASKA again 


oes AGont miss it this time 


Last summer the Sunday School Times, of Philadelphia, 
and a group of other leading Religious magazines arranged the 
“Christian Fellowship Tour” to Alaskan mission fields and sce- 
nic places. It was so successful that the same trip will be re- 
peated this coming summer. Our readers are invited to join the 
congenial party of Christian “globe-trotters.” We plan to stop 
at Yellowstone and Glacier Parks, when crossing the continent. 

And — at Seattle we’ll embark on a luxurious steamer for ‘ 
Alaska. Think of it! Gliding for a thousand miles through the 
isle-starred waters of the Inside Passage. The world’s most sub- 
lime panorama unfolds within sight of your deck chair. You'll 
have twenty-one glorious days of sight-seeing on this journey. 

You can plan now to join our party. Rates are happily 
low. We'll tell you the total cost—right from your home town. 
There’s absolutely no obligation—just fill out the coupon below. 


Spokane, Portland & Seattle R. R. Co. 


Alaska S. S. Company 
Great Northern Railroad Co. 





Mr. H. Trumbull Howard, 
Sunday School Times, 
323 N. 13th St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


cost of the “Christian Fellowship Tour’’ to Alaska. 


Name 


Dear Mr. Howard: Please let me know complete details and 
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ance. The Book of Acts is a divine com- 
mentary on these words, The love of God 
is best understood when we are experienc- 
ing the hate of men. Pray for missions in 
Egypt. They are passing through very 
trying times, due partly to antichristian 
campaigns. 


Fri.—1 Peter 3: 8-17. A Good Conscience. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Conscience is a 
heavenly witness in man, accuses of sin, 
but never will be pure without the cleans- 
ing of the blood of Christ. Without spir- 
itual illumination it will be a false guide. 
Faith is to be kept in purity of conscience. 
This passage relates to husbands and wives, 
and to right conduct under persecutions for 
righteousness’ sake. Submit to authority, 
and, suffer patiently for a good conscience. 
Pray for Abyssinia where slavery still 
exists. 
opened from Addis Abbaba to the Kenya 
Border shall be used for the Gospel. 


Sat.—1 John 3 : 13-24. 
The Approval of Conscience. 
PRAYER SuGGEsTions: The testimony of 
a good conscience is ever a source of joy. 


RMAONEY for 








{ THAT SPECIAL FUND 


HERE’S THE WAY TO DO IT 


Sell Superior Pencils imprinted with school 
or class name or slogan. First grade, high 
quality, sold to you in gross lots at $3.50. 


You sell at 5c each, making a profit of $3.70. 
Easy to create a real fund in this way. 


INDIVIDUAL NAME PENCILS 
FOR CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


oly 15¢ 3 


3 pencils 


(8 boxes or more) 
Put up in beautiful lithographed holly 
box P inted 
pee 
Single gift boxes of 3 named pencils. . 17c 
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Pray that the new highway being’ 
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A God-condemned heart is sure to follow 
a self-condemned heart. The approval of 
a good conscience is necessary to prevail- 
ing prayer. When we pray in reality and 
sincerity and not merely in tongue, God 
will hear us, his children. God is the im- 
minent searcher of our hearts. Full assur- 
ance of faith and the testimony of a good 
conscience give boldness at the throne of 
grace, Pray for the Samburu tribe num- 
bering 16,000 at the South of Lake Rudolf, 
Africa, now being evangelized by the Africa 
Inland Mission, 
Sun.—Psalm 2:1-8. The Reign of Christ. 
PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: This Psalm is un- 
doubtedly a prophecy concerning Christ 
the Lord and the calling of the Gentiles 
(Acts 4:25). Act as they may, the rag- 
ing nations can only foam out of their own 
shame and fulfill the Word of God. The 
purposes of God in establishing his beloved 
Son, the Anointed One on the holy hill of 
Zion, sure of fulfillment, are announced 
for the information and the consolation of 
the people of God and for their testimony 
before a gainsaying world. Pray for Ny- 
asaland mission field, now much the poorer 
for the Home going of that beloved serv- 
ant of Christ, Dr. Donald Fraser. 





The Young People’s 
Prayer. Meeting 


By John W. Lane, Jr. 











Dec. 17. 


Suppose the World Were Without 
Christ. 


Luke 2:1-7; Eph. 2:11, 12, 





Sunday, December 10 


What Does “Salvation”? Mean? 
(John 3: 16, 17) 





Mon.—Salvation from sin (Matt. 1 : 18-21). 
Tues.—Salvation includes eternal life (Roia. 


6 : 23). 
Wed.—Salvation means Christ in us (Rom. 


8: 1-11). 
Thurs.—Salvation means Christ’s help today 
(Heb. 7 : 25). 
Fri.—Salvation means a changed life (Titus 
3: 1-8). 
Sat.—Salvation means eternal bliss (1 Pet. 
I ? 3-9). 











Are there degrees of salvation? Why? 

How may we know when we are saved? 

What difference has salvation made in our 
lives? 

CERTAIN woman was speaking en-~ 
thusiastically of a certain bath estab- 
lishment. It was not open to the public, 
but received people only when sent there 
by a physician. She explained, “You've 
got to have somzething the matter with 
you to get in.’ The same is true of sal- 
vation. “The Son of man is come to save 
that which was lost” (Matt. 18:11). The 
whole have no need of a physician (Matt. 
9:12), and where there is no sense of 
sin and no realization of the need of the 
Saviour there can be no salvation. 
54 

In the strictest sense it is not correct 
to say that there are degrees of salvation. 
A person is either saved or not saved. 
He cannot be half saved, or. partly saved, 
A person either has life, or he does not 
have it. The life that he has may not 
be as abundant as the life of another, but 
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nevertheless he is either alive or dead. 
So it is in the matter of salvation or the 
“new birth.” A person is either dead in 
trespasses and sins or he is born again. 
There is no middle ground. 


4 

However, it is correct to say there are 
tenses of salvation,—past, present, and 
future. The past tense of salvation looks 
back to Calvary, and to what the Lord 
Jesus Christ did there. Belief in the fin- 
ished work of the Lord Jesus assures the 
saved one of his participation in an eter- 
nal life that was won for us once for ail, 
and ensures our safety forever (1 Cor, 
1:18; 2 Con 2: 155- Beha: §; 8; jon 
5:24; 10: 28, 29; Rom. 8:1). 

The present tense of salvation has to 
do with salvation from the power of sin 
here and now. It is linked inseparably 
with the cross of Calvary, but it is also 
dependent upon the moment by moment 
indwelling and control of the Lord Jesus 
in the heart and life (Rom. 6:14; Phil. 
Et 89}. 2: 14, 135. 2 . thess.:. 2: 733... Rom. 
8: 23 Gal. 2: 16, 203 2 Gor. -3: 18}: 

The future tense of salvation looks for- 
ward to certain aspects of salvation that 
are yet to be completed. For instance, 
we are not yet spiritually perfect. There 
are still the marks of sin in these bodies 
of ours. But the time is coming when we 
shall see the Lord Jesus face to face and 
be changed into his likeness. Then will 
our salvation be completed (Rom. 8: 29; 
19° 1%; £ Pet 1253 2 John 3:2; Phil. 1: 
6). 

4 


The Bible plainly tells us that we may 
know that we are saved. First of all 
our assurance is based upon the veracity 
of the Word of God (1 John 5:13). 
There the ground of salvation is made 
clear, and it is shown to be dependent, 
not on anything that we can do to earn 
or win it, but solely upon faith (John 1: 
193.3: 36, 303 $5243.62 ag3 20s 31: Acts 
16:40? Roms: 3°16": aa3" 45 §,. 243° 52 33 
10:4; Gal. 3:22). 


Last of all, there will be a conviction 
in our hearts that will assure us that 
we are saved. Paul had this conviction, 
for he wrote, “I know whom I have be- 
lieved, and am, persuaded that he is able 
to keep that which I have committed unto 
him against that day” (2 Tim. 1:12). 
The indwelling Spirit of God will bear 
witness with our spirit that we are born 
again (Rom. 8:16), and there will be a 
freedom from condemnation of past sins 
because we shall realize that Christ has 
forever dealt with them and put them away 
(Heb. 10:2; Rom. 8:1; John 3:18; 5: 
24). 

PHILADELPHIA, 


Earl: Granville, who was a prominent 
figure in British politics in the latter half 
of Queen Victoria’s reign, once asked the 
Countess Cairns (wife of Earl Cairns, then 
Lord Chancellor), “Can you tell me how 
at is that no matter what business is on, no 
matter how he may be pressed, your hus- 
band always.comes down to the House [of 
Lords] so quietly and so full of vigor and 
power?” “Oh, yes,’ Lady Cairns replied, 
“T can tell you; he always spends a time 
alone with his God before he goes into the 
House.”—From the Keswick Calendar. 
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covered, the vernacular for “out of com- 
mission” or “it won’t work.” Most of 
mechanical Russia he found to be in just 
that state. The plumbers, he supposes, were 
“liquidated” along with all the other skilled 
workmen. However flippant may seem its 
mode of presentation, the book has a vital 
message and deserves a hearing, particularly 
now when Russia has been recognized by 
the United States. Wells finds among the 
older Russians a lingering, though sup- 
pressed, longing after God; it is the youth 
who scorn the “church swindie,” who say, 
“When you are dead, you’re dead like any 
other animal,” and who hail the glorious 
freedom of the sexes. Whether or not we 
realize the deadly missionary work Com- 
munism is carrying on, we must shudder to 
read such passages as the following. The 
author has noted the absence of cemeteries, 
the tombstones having been appropriated 
for building purposes and the graves leveled 
off with a steam roller. He says, “I 
cannot help thinking of the immense 
amount of valuable stone and marble in 
Woodlawn Cemetery, New York, and won- 
dering what the space will be used for 
when America hauls down the Stars and 
Stripes and substitutes the Red Flag of 
the Soviets! This is not as unthinkable 
as it may seem to some readers, since there 
are places in America where this substi- 
tution has already taken place.” 


A Conservative Looks to Barth and 
Brunner. By Holmes Rolston. (Cokesbury 
Press, Nashville, Tenn., $1.50 net.) Mr. 
Rolston tells us that “God speaks to our 
generation through Barth and Brunner.” 
But these men say things that are quite 
contrary to God’s Word, and that Mr. Rol- 
ston does not seem to hear, although he 
writes as a Conservative. There are enig- 
mas in the Barthian theology, such as 
“contradiction,” “paradox,” “dialectic,” 
“God as subject,” which the authtr calls 
merely “organizing principles of Barth- 
ianism.” But some of them, at least, are 
contrary to the Scriptures, and the author 
does not point this out. For example, 
Barth’s “dialectic” view of faith is this: 
Truth lies between the Yes and the No, 
and in this world truth cannot be known; 
all that men can do is to wander between 
these points hoping to know, and thus “be- 
lieving.” This is plain human philosophy, 
and as such is contrary to revelation. It 
cannot be reconciled with Paul’s glorious 
and inspired statement: “I KNow whom 
I have believed.” 

Pauck and Zerbe are German critics of 
Barth, yet Rolston quotes them both in 
defense of Zerbe’s charge that Barth is 
an agnostic.. But if Rolston quoted Pauck 
in full it would be seen that Barth is cer- 
tainly not God’s voice to this generation, 
but a prophet of destruction. His view of 
inspiration is not true; he believes that 
the real Word of God is not the written 
Scriptures, but the meaning that the in- 
dividual reader gets by the Holy Spirit 
from those Scriptures. Rolston, indeed, 
admits that Barthianism is not the Fun- 
damentalist position as to the inspired in- 


errancy of the Scriptures, yet he defends 
Barth as Conservative. It might be said 
that Rolston, then, is a Conservative. “gone 
Barthian.” From his book the reader can 
learn something of what Barthianism is, 
but the conclusions of the author are not 
to be accepted. 


God and the Cosmos. By Theodore 
Graebner. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing 
Co., Grand Rapids, Mich., $3.) Dr. Graeb- 
mer gives us a valuable library of quota- 
tions in his large volume, bringing together 
the words of scholars of high rank on Athe- 
ism, Materialism, and Evolution. The quo- 
tations are clear and fair in presentation 
of their subject matter. And they expose 
clearly the error expressed by this trinity 
of godless Liberalism. Mysteries of the 
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atom are bared to the common eye in a 
way that honors the true God of cosmos. 
Mythical ape-men, in spite of their baffling 
scientific names, are shown to be sheer fic- 
tion, Evolution is weighed in the balances 
of its own strength and found wanting. It 
is difficult to see how any earnest and hon- 
est thinker could digest the intellectual food 
of this valuable volume and remain an 
atheist, or a materialist, or an evolutionist. 


The Resurrection of the Dead. By 
Karl Barth. (English translation. Fleming 
H. Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) Barth- 
ianism is a new theology, therefore not 
sound or Scriptural. Its central thought 
is that man belongs to time and therefore 
can never know the God of eternity. But 
God, says Barthianism, makes it possible 
for man to believe in the God that man 
cannot know. It teaches that God has re- 
vealed himself in Christ, but particularly 
in the resurrection of Christ. God’s pur- 
pose in the resurrection, says Barth, is to 
face man with the crisis of death. This 
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death is the great negation, the “No.” Un- 
der the judgment of this crisis of death, 
man brings the God of eternity into his 
consciousness as the Opposite Authority. 
He cannot know God, but he can surren- 
der to him. This surrender is faith. But 
faith, according to Barth, is a vacuum 
which God fills, thus enabling man to see 
himself as the God of eternity sees him. 
In consequence the man of time lives a 
surrendered life to the God of eternity. 
Karl Barth’s book, here reviewed, is an 
exposition of 1 Corinthians. He attempts 
to extract from Paul’s Epistle the above- 
mentioned principles of Barthianism. He 
holds that in chapters 1 to 14 Paul exposes 
a Christian world-system that has come 
into the church: division over preachers 
(chapter 3); boasting over incest (5); go- 
ing to law (6); desecrating the Lord’s 
table (11). These, says Barth, reveal 
the Church glorying in humanism; and the 
cure, he says, is set forth by Paul in the 
resurrection chapter (15). But, says Barth, 
this is not a chapter on immortality, or on 
life after death; it is a chapter on death, 
the great negation: man must die. Seeing 
that he must die, man surrenders to this 
death crisis and changes his life. Instead 
of glorying in himself he lives by faith, — 
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that is, he allows the Word of God to gov- 
ern his life as God, the Wholly Opposite, 
would have him live. 

This is only another human philosophy 
trying vainly to fasten itself upon God’s 
plain declarations in his inspired Word. 


With Christ in Soviet Russia. By Vlad- 
imir Ph, Martzinkovski. (American Euro- 
pean Fellowship, 1213 N. Franklin St., 
Philadelphia, $1.25 postpaid.) English is 
the seventh language in which this stirring 
account of a Christian’s experiences in 
Russia has been published. Since 1904, 
when as a student Professor Martzinkov- 
ski turned to Christ as his Saviour, he has 
been witnessing for Him in every possible 
way, by writing, lecturing, and personal 
work. He was graduated from the De- 
partment of History and Philology in St. 
Petersburg University and spent some years 
as a teacher. After 10913, at the call of 
Paul N. Nicolai, he devoted himself to 
the Christian Student Movement in Russia, 
lecturing on religious topics in the Uni- 
versity and other schools. His book tells 
of his witnessing for Christ in the most 
trying circumstances under the régime of 
the Soviets from 1918 to 1923, when he 
was banished from Russia. It also con- 
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tains seven new chapters, recently added, 
bringing the picture of Christian work in , 
that great land up to the present year. 

Like many other faithful witnesses in 
Russia, Dr. Martzinkovski was under con- 
stant surveillance by the Soviet authorities, 
and finally the dread Cheka, or secret 
police, seized him and he was cast into 
prison in March, 1921. The chapters de- 
scribing his eight months’ imprisonment are 
the most thrilling part of the book. The 
author describes vividly the daily life first 
in the Cheka jail and then in a great Mos- 
cow prison; he tells of his three principal 
sources of strength: prayer, the reading 
of God’s Word, and work; and he gives 
amazing accounts of soul-winning work 
among prisoners and guards. He learned 
how to bind books, and repaired the New 
Testament which he had carried with him 
constantly since 1904. “My New Testa- 
ment came out of prison,” says he quaintly, - 
“a more durable book than it was when it 
went in—both in a literal and figurative 
sense.” His description of his banishment 
and farewell to Russia is very touching. 
Dr. Martzinkovski rested wholly upon the 
Word of God, and his cheerfulness and 
faith in prison, in sickness, on long jour- 
neys in winter on trains without heat, in 
separation from his loved ones, and in the 
face of ridicule and persecution, are a re- 
buke and encouragement to us who live in 
peace and plenty. 

The later seven chapters are full of valu- 
able information on present-day conditions 
in Russia. Dr. Martzinkovski’s purpose 
is to avoid political discussion and spend 
all his energy in making the Gospel 
known. One feels at times that his great 
love for his native land, and his desire to 
look on the bright side, have made him 
too lenient toward the Soviet government. 
He looks upon many of the officials as mis- 
guided and ignorant of true Christianity, 
rather than confirmed enemies of God. But 
it is hard to reconcile this view with re- 
cent letters from Russia describing the 
terrible suffering of Christians, and even 
with many of Dr. Martzinkovski’s own ex- 
periences. But his book is a thrilling story 
of a brave and cultured witness for Christ, 
who believes with his whole heart that “all 
things work together for. good,” that Jesus 


- Christ is the same “yesterday, and to day, 


and for ever,” and who is willing to become 
all things to all men if by any means he 
may save some. 


Palestine: God’s Monument of Prophecy. 
By L. Sale-Harrison. (L. Sale-Harrison, 
Third and Reily Sts., Harrisburg, Pa., 
$1.50.) The author went through  Pales- 
tine with his Bible in his hand, and with 
an absolutely confirmed belief in that Book 
as the veritable Word of God. He tells 
us that every moment spent on that hal- 
lowed soil was one of ecstatic delight. -He 
met a number of noted archeologists while 
in Palestine, and in answer to the query, 
“Have you discovered anything which 
questions the truth of the Bible?” the reply 
was, “No,” or, “Not yet.” He quotes many 
passages of Scripture and gives many pho- 
tographs to show the fulfillment of proph- 
ecy and the confirming proof of archeologi- 
cal discoveries. One of the finest features 
of the book is the unfolding of the light 
that the land throws on the understanding 
of the Bible. May the author’s closing de- 
sire be gratified: “To reveal the wonder 
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and accuracy of the Word of God, in order 
that: our friends may find greater joy in 
the continual reading of the same, and be 
led to accept the Christ of the Word as 
their Saviour and Lord.” 


Songs of Angels. By O. J. Robinson. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York City, 
$1.50.) The twenty-one short and pointed 
sermons contained in the 188 pages of this 
book will bless every reader. An attitude 
of uncompromising warfare against sin in 
all forms, and a presentation of the only 
remedy for sin: a dying and risen Saviour’s 
love and power, characterize the author’s 
purpose and work. As a group of Sunday 
evening sermons broadcast over the air 
they are designed to appeal to every sort 
of listener, and in book form there is some- 
thing sound for every true seeker or be- 
liever. There is an invitation in each talk 
for one who has not fully surrendered his 
life to the will of his Master, but there is 
also light on the daily path of the more 
mature Christian. There is present con- 
stantly such an attractiveness of style, a 
conciseness of statements, a firmness of 
conviction, a freshness in the exposition of 
the Bible, that the reader is conscious that 
he is reading the writings of one who lives 
close to the Master. 


Money Power. By Charles A. Cook. 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.) 
Modern economic problems such as graft, 
hoarding, waste, and many others are dealt 
with in a readable and non-technical style 
by this Christian author. Numerous well 
chosen quotations illustrate the chief pur- 
pose of his book: to point out the good that 
can and should be done by those who have 
money and who use it wisely as self-ap- 
pointed stewards of God’s riches, and the 
amount of evil and waste that result when 
people defy God’s statement that “the earth 
is Jehovah’s, and the fulness thereof.” The 
possession of money is discussed as a power 
for good, as a power for evil, as a peril, 
and as a motive. The Christianizing of 
the money power, in Mr. Cook’s view, 
means that “money should be regarded as 
a sacred thing,” that we should think of 
ourselves as the trustees or guardiams over 
that which God has permitted us to control. 
The book is a valuable guide in the spend- 
ing of money in a Christian way, and use- 
ful to those interested in the financial 
problems that our churches must meet to- 
day. 


What God Has Wrought. By Herman 
Becker, (Christian Book Room, 3 Quinsan 
Gardens, Shanghai, China, 17 cents, post- 
age extra.) The joys and sorrows of mis- 
sionary life are well illustrated in this 
chronicle of the work of Mr. and Mrs. 
Herman Becker in a lonely station in inland 
China. The attractive little paper-bound 
book of seventy pages is printed in China 
and full of typical Chinese pictures as well 
as photographs. Into it is crowded story 
after story of the marvelous grace and 
power of God. There is the very begin- 
ning of the work, at first discouraging in 
its futility, then the long months of prayer 
and the amazing harvest that followed, not 
in the meetings as planned but in the visit 
of a murderous bandit and what came of it. 
And now the work has grown to more than 
two thousand baptized believers, with many 
outstations and preaching places. There 
are thrilling stories of the faith and heroism 
of the Chinese Christians. Every page is 
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brimming with incident and action. The 
reading of this book will bring renewed 
faith and courage and a joyful assurance 
that the God of Elijah is still working 
wonders, 


Waiting Upon God. By Harvey Farmer. 
(Bible Institute Colportage Association, 
Chicago, 25 cents.) Here is a booklet 
rich in sweet comfort and assurance for 
any whose hearts are prone to fail them in 
these strange and troublous days for very 
fear of the things that are coming upon 
the earth. The author urges the child of 
God to wait often upon God “in hushed ex- 
pectancy,” to wait upon God alone, that he 
may thus renew, “change,” his strength and 
be enabled to mount up with wings into his 
rightful place in the heavenlies, to run un- 
wearied in the way of his Lord’s command- 
ments, to maintain his daily walk unham- 
pered by his own besetting weakness even 
unto that glad day when we shall all “walk 
with him in white.” Profits from the sale 
of this booklet are to go to the further- 
ance of the Gospel in the Barbary States 
by the North Africa Mission. 


Notable Confessions. By Theodore 
Walz. (Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co., 
$1.) There is a way to Heaven from the 
very gate of hell. Where sin abounds grace 
does much more abound. In twelve chap- 
ters the author gives us clear illustrations 
of these facts. They are divided into two 
parts. Seven chapters contain meditations 
on seven great Biblical confessions of sin. 
The remaining five chapters expound five 
stirring confessions of faith. In the first 
part, sin stalks before the reader as the 
seducer and deceiver which is found to be 
finally the master of the one who yields. 
But though the sinner forsakes God, God 
does not forsake the sinner. All the thought 
of this work is saturated with the sweet 
grace of the Gospel. A penetrating under- 
standing shows us human sin and need, 
medicated with the hopefulness and strength 
of faith. Such joyous truth as this book 
contains is always good to read. 


The Apocalypse Expounded. By A. H. 
Burton, B.A., M.D. (Pickering and Inglis, 
London, Eng., three shillings and sixpence.) 
Many Christians today are entirely igno- 
rant of the teaching of the Book of Reve- 
lation and many regard it as too difficult 


to comprehend; others estimate it as of. 


comparative unimportance. To all such, if 
they will read this book, as well as to 
others familiar with the Apocalypse, the 
expositions of Dr. Burton will be illumi- 
nating and interesting. Readers will profit 
from the simple, straightforward applica- 
tions he frequently introduces. Many dif- 
ficult passages are given plain interpreta- 
tions. The synthesis of the book reveals 
close reading of the Bible, and there is 
much that harmonizes it with the best ac- 
cepted works on Revelation. Its style is 
somewhat of a running commentary which 
in no wise detracts from the symmetry of 
its logic. Books on the Revelation are in- 
creasing in number and reveal a growing 
interest in its message. Dr. Burton adds 
another interesting work to the list. 


How God Is Working to a Plan. By 
E. L. Langston, M.A. (Marshall, Morgan 
and Scott, Ltd., London, Eng., three shil- 
lings and sixpence.) The Bible is God’s 
observatory from which we may glimpse 
the sweep of his prophecies. “Known unto 
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MELVIN GROVE KYLE’S 
Latest Work 


Mooring Masts 
of Revelation 


One of the most interesting books you’ve 
ever read. Dr. Kyle is at his best in 
describing the various periods of divine 
revelation as revealed in the footsteps of 
towering Bible characters. $2.00 


LEANDER S. KEYSER, A.M., D.D. 


A Reasonable Faith 


A Boss TO FOSTER BELIEF 
BANISH DOUBT 


** The br al of a lifetime of study and medi- 
tation. It harmonizes the religion of Christ with 
the dictum ofreason. Calculated to build faith.’ 
—Religious Telescope. $1.50 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


His Own Received Him 
Not, But 


The Turning Point in the Ministry of Jesus. 
**Clear, cogent reasoning, careful exegesis, 
vernacular English and illustrations from every- 
day life make itaseasytoreadasanovel. $1.50 


GIFT BOOKS 
ZENOBIA BIRD 


Under Whose Wings 


SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES readers will enjoy 
this truly delightful and inspiring book of life 
stories—one of the best you have ever read— 
pertinent to every individual and appealing with 
particular charm to young folks. $1 


STORIES BY SYDNEY WATSON 


In the Twinkling of an Eye 


The best piece of fiction ever written on the 
subject of the Lord’s Second Coming to earth. 
It offers a treat in store for all who haven't 
read it. $1.25 


The Mark of the Beast 


Although in the form of a thrilling story, Mr. 
Watson’s latest,work is based on the Bible teach- 
ing concerning the Great Tribulation, during 
which the Antichrist will rule with unhindered 


sway. $1.25 


Scarlet and Purple 


An exceedingly interesting story that brings 
the reader into contact with the personality 
of Jesus so charmingly that one is loath to lay 
it down. $1.25 
































Every Boy and Girl Enjoys 


Go! 


CHAMPIONS OF LIGHT 
By FRANCES JENKINS OLCOTT 


‘*Stories of the heroic deeds of great mission- 
aries, by an incomparable story-teller, herself 
child-hearted, with the unspoiled wisdom of a 
child in selecting what is good in children’s 
reading.’’—Pudblic Libraries. $1.75 


Illustrated by Dugald Stewart Walker. 


AT ALL BOOKSELLERS 


FLEMING H. REVELL COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue New York 
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The Sunday School Times 


Calendar for 1934 


| ge nage exclusively for 
THE SuNDay SCHOOL TIMES 
Company, with twelve pictures, 
epecially chosen for their bearing 
upon the International Uniform 
Sunday School lessons. Ten of 
these are taken from photographic 
scenes of Palestine —two are from 
famous paintings. 


The lesson title, Scripture refer- 
ence, and Golden Text are given 
under each Sunday in the Calen- 
dar, and a Scripture quotation with 
reference is given for each day in 
the year. 


The whole Calendar is done in 
a rich sepia tone and has a sim- 
plicity and dignity that makes it 
welcome in any Christian home. 
It is an ideal, moderate priced 
gift also. 


PRICES 
(Postpaid) 

Riv sev Sv evisdantexores coon $ .30 

WG Sh sc adan vcce nS GkS Sexes ves 1.00 
MCSE is kon ttecek ina seees cos 3.00 
Es bsisusns See codeo neasents 5.75 
RNa yscdsty, Vases teeestasses 9.00 
GRRE SO pete rere 17.00 
CO ee rere 32.00 
MUA, So sce Wea ssadesanseecevees 40.00 
MING Fs ekb sss Spr sciesceesuees 45.00 


The quantity prices offer a real 
opportunity to earn some extra in- 
come by the sale of these among 
your friends and fellow workers. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMEs Co. 
325 N. 13th St. Philadelphia, Pa. 
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God are all his works from the beginning 
of the world” (Acts 15:18). Books that 
assist readers of the Word of God to un- 
derstand his plan of the ages are always 
welcome. The author of this work reveals 
himself to be a deep student of both history 
and prophecy. He relates the Jew, the 
Gentile, and the Church to God’s plan, ex- 
plains the redemptive process, defines con- 
ditions in the church vividly, and explores 
the future state of affairs in relation to the 
second coming of Christ. He rightly di- 
vides the Word of Truth and contributes 
an illuminating work in the field of pro- 
phetic literature. Each chapter deals with 
important subjects such as Israel, Satan, 
modern theology, the church, signs, proph- 
ecies, and portents that warn mankind to 
flee from the wrath to come. A great ear- 
nestness pervades the whole book. It will 
be good for preachers and teachers and 
others who seek a deeper knowledge of 
prophecy, 


Hudson Taylor’s Spiritual Secret. By 
Dr. and Mrs. Howard Taylor. (China In- 
land Mission, Philadelphia, $1 in cloth, 50 
cents, paper.) Christians who have not yet 
become acquainted with the life story and 
life work of Hudson Taylor will feel that 
they have added a new chapter to their own 
spiritual experience when they meet him in 
the pages of this book. His secret is dis- 
closed largely through extracts from his 
own letters to his mother and other mem- 
bers of the family. There is shown all the 
deep heart struggles for Christlikeness of 
life, for greater faith, for more unbounded 
compassion for the souls of men. And 
then like a shaft of sunlight comes the 
realization that not imitation of Christ, but 
appropriation, is the end to be desired, This 
smaller work may be considered a con- 
densation of the two-volume life of Hud- 
son Taylor. In the study of the spiritual 
struggles of this great soul there is given 
also the story of the early years of the 
China Inland Mission and how it came 
to be. 


Six-Minute Story Talks for Children. 
By John Edward Charlton. (Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York, $1.50.) The author 
used these talks as special sermons for the 
boys and girls in his congregation on Sun- 
day mornings. Each one is short, taking 
only about six minutes for its delivery. 
Each one contains but a single lesson and 
story to illustrate it, thus making impres- 
sive one truth rather than touching lightly 
upon several truths and effectively teaching 
none. There are fifty stories in the book, 
divided into six groups: Nature Stories, 
Our Feathered and Furry Friends, Heroes 
and Heroines, Stories with a Purpose, For 
Special Occasions, and Tlie Worship Hour. 
These talks could be used by Sunday-school 
teachers of Primary and Junior children as 
supplementary material to help in character 
building, or by parents in the home. The 
majority of them could be used also by 
public school teachers in the lower grades 
to teach moral truths. 


God and My Garden. By Margaret E. 
Sangster. (Round Table Press, Inc., New 
York, $1.) This was a “different” garden, 
growing as. it did halfway between earth 
and sky upon the eighteenth floor of a city 
apartment house. Its owner at first took 
but little interest in it as she “poked seeds 
into the brown earth, and dug holes auto- 
matically for the slips,” for her heart was 
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empty and bereft, and life seemed colorless, 
and even God, who makes gardens grow, 
seemed very far away. When the first ten- 
der green shoots came through the earth, 
though she yet did not sense God’s pres- 
ence, she found to her surprise that her 
lips were curving upward. It was only 
when in dismay one day she watched her 
precious plants being lashed and storm- 
beaten, and discovered that they were only 
bent, not broken, that she heard God speak, 
though ever so faintly. After that’ each 
process and experience, whether of success 
or failure, brought home some fresh lesson 
about the way a loving Father deals with 
the vineyard of his planting. This is a 
small, exquisite book of the sort you will 
love to give some friend who has loved 
growing things, but for whom their fresh 
brightness has been dimmed by sorrow. 


The Glory Road. By N. M. Yivisaker. 
(Augsburg Publishing House, Minneapolis, 
$1.) The dedication of this book challenges 
the attention. It reads, “From one sinner 
to another.” It is a beautiful book deal- 
ing with a vital subject. The Glory Road 
begins at that moment when the soul, per- 
haps after long years of despairing search, 
meets Jesus Christ and sets out to walk 
with him; and it ends, not at a cross, not 
even at an empty tomb, though it may well 
pause there. It ends only in glory, when 
faith has realized its glorious consumma- 
tion. The main body of the book is a study 
of the atonement as light is cast upon it by 
the seven words on the cross. It is sound, 
reverent, enlightening. 


The Inadequacy of Evolution. By Ches- 
ter K. Lehman. (Mennonite Publishing 
House, Scottdale, Pa., $1.25.) Not the 
weapon of ridicule, but crushing logic is 
brought against his opponents by the author, 
who is a master of his subject. He asks 
the reader to follow him along three lines 
of thinking — science, philosophy, and re- 
ligion. In science the pertinent question 
is: Is a theory in accord with well-authen- 
ticated facts of one’s experience? Philos- 
ophy asks: Does it satisfy the heart? It 
is the author’s belief that the religious 
question is: Does it harmonize with re- 
vealed Truth? He is not afraid to let his 
opponents state their own case fully. He 
proves that the science of evolution is fal- 
lacious, its philosophy is unsound, and the 
religion built upon it is antagonistic to re- 
vealed religion. One of the most satisfying 
features of the book is the clearly expressed 
convictions on the fundamentals of the 
Christian faith. The praise of Dr. Leander 
S. Keyser, who wrote the Introduction, is 
well deserved. 


The Mystery of Iniquity. By Louis 
Richard Patmont. (Graeter Publishing 
Concern, Fresno, Cal., $1.50.) What is 
the truth in regard to Russia? The author 
of this am&zing book is one of America’s 
best known linguists. He speaks Russian 
fluently. He went through from Leningrad 
to China in the garb of a working man. 
He was often in grave peril but came out 
with a message which Christendom should 
hear. In describing what he saw he uses 
in several of his chapter heads the account 
of “The Beast” rising out of the sea of 
Revelation 13. Some of his readers will 
wonder why he does this, but the book 
does not attempt to interpret that chapter. 
The term, “Mystery of Iniquity,” is used 
to include all that is in opposition to the 
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principles of Christ. No claim is made 
that the Man of Sin has already been re- 
vealed as a person. The reader is left to 
make his own deductions as to the exegesis 
of the Biblical texts. The tragedy of the 
multitudes of Russia, the victims of organ- 
ized irreligion, presents a picture, a hor- 
rible drama, which mocks every attempt at 
description. Many are starving. Some are 
resorting to cannibalism. In that land 
where Atheism controls there are yet many 
earnest Christians. Many of these are suf- 
fering such persecution as is hard to im- 
agine. Facts are given to show that the 
Moscow government is seeking to spread 
her poison to every other land. Chris- 
tendom is called on to be alert to her peril. 
The book contains many pictures of actual 
conditions, The author’s conviction is that 
prophecies of the last days are being rapidly 
fulfilled and that the coming of the Lord 
draweth nigh. 


Our Christian Sunday in Danger 


Why Sunday? By a London Journalist. 
(The Lutterworth Press, 4 Bouverie 
Street, E. C. 4, London, England. 
May be ordered from the Times Book 
Service, 1723 Spring Garden Street, © 
Phila., 40 cents postpaid.) 


GREAT problem is before the Ameri- 

can people. “Shall our Christian Sun- 
day remain, or must we submit to the 
clamor of commercialized amusement to 
have an open or continental Sunday?” 
England is facing the same question and 
dealing with much the same factors, and 
a member of the staff of the London Chris- 
tian Herald has handled the matter in ad- 
mirable fashion. Sir Charles W. C. Oman, 
K.B.E., M.P. for Oxford University, in 
the preface makes this statement: “A 
generation seems to be growing up around 
us devoted to restless movement, to the 
cult of ‘sport’ in the worst sense of the 
word .. . and to mere amusement as an 
end in itself. The clear and moderate pro- 
test of this London journalist against this 
spirit makes a strong appeal to my sym- 
pathy, and I giadly consent to writé a few 
words of preface to his thesis.” 

The author asks the question, “Why 
should we preserve Sunday?” His answer 
is in three parts. “The Answer of the In- 
dividual,” with chapters on each of the sub- 
heads: “The Answer of the Body,” of 
the mind, of the soul, and of the spirit. 
Part Two, “The Answer of the Commu- 
nity,” with chapters giving the “Answer of 
the Home,” the child, the employer, the 
worker, the city, the nation, the continent, 
the Church, the legislator. Part Three, 
“The Answer of the Past” and “The An- 
swer of the Present,” followed by a brief 
and telling “Conclusion.” 

The clear, logical treatment of the theme, 
the kindly and reasonable argument, and 
the well chosen words of the writer, make 
the book as attractive as it is convincing. 
Many authorities are quoted, and the pages 
are brightened by an occasional illustrative 
anecdote, 

A few extracts are .chosen at random 
from the various chapters: “For the health 
of the body, Sunday is sacred in its rest- 
fulness; for the benefit of the mind, it is 
sacred for its separateness; for the growth 
of the soul, it is sacred for its worship.” 
“Sunday is meant to be a protest against 
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the materialist view of life. It is given 
for the purpose of rescuing us from being 
entirely absorbed by the lower interests of 
life. It gives us time to turn our mind 
from earth to Heaven, time to raise our 
heads from scraping a living out of the 
earth to see the angel above waiting to 
place the crown of immortality on our 
heads.” ‘“‘Can’t I worship in the green 
fields?’ piously asks the Sunday hiker. 
‘You can,’ was the answer, ‘but you don't.’ 
The truth is nature never, of itself, leads 
to God. The African savage sits at his 
cannibal feast, surrounded by natural scen- 
ery which surpasses in splendor and glory 
anything we in England have ever seen. 
Nature has not led him to God.” 

“One of the most monstrous crimes 
against childhood is the creation of an irre- 
ligious environment by the increasing secu- 
larization of the Sabbath Day.” “A nation 
speedily loses its moral fiber when the 
claims of sport and amusement usurp the 
claims of God and the soul.” “Sunday 
should be preserved among us as a per- 
petual witness to the fact of.the soul, as 
a remembrance of man’s redemption and as 
a foretaste of his eternal destiny.” In the 
“Conclusion” is the following : “We fathers 
received a Sunday from our parents, we 
are passing on to our children a soiled and 
inferior article in its place.” 

The book will accomplish much good, 
and should be widely circulated. 
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Subscription Rates 

The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, payable in 
advance, for either old 
or new subscribers, in 
the United States and 
Possessions. These rates 
include postage. 

$2—One copy, or any 
number of copies less 
than five, $2 each, per 
year. One copy, five 
years, $7.50. 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

CANADA AND FOREIGN COUNTRIES 
For Canadian subscriptions add 25 cents for 


postage to these rates; for foreign subscrip- 
tions add 50 cents for postage. 


The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by special 
request. 


Christian Youth 


Christian Youth is published weekly 
at the following rates, payable in ad- 
vance, in the United States and Pos- 
sessions. These rates include postage. 

75 cents—One or more copies to in- 
dividual addresses, 75 cents each, per 
year. 


U.S. 


WE DO OUR PART 


52 cents—Five or more copies, in a 
package to only one address, 52 cents 
each, per year. 


The Sunday School Times Company 
323-327 N. Thirteenth St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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FREE 


21 Seripture Text 
Christmas Greetin 
Cards with eac 
New Subscription to 
MOODY MONTHLY 


What Does 
Christmas 
Mean to You? 


Surrounded by influences of conventional 

giving let us remember that Christ is the 

real meaning of Christmas. Send GIFT 
Subscriptions of 


MOODY institute MONTHLY 


Leading organ of Religious thought. 


The dignity of the MOODY MONTH- 

LY and the spiritual blessing which 

it brings to the home makes it a gift 
unique, and of lasting inspiration, 


Special Christmas Number dwells on 
the person and work of our Lord and 
Saviour. Read the contents: 

Early years of the Lord Jesus. 

He Shall Save His People from 
Their Sins. 

What Jesus Means to Me 

Did Josephus Mention Jesus Christ ? 

The Second Coming of Christ. 

Child of God Truths. 

Are Christians Freed from the Law? 


FREE Box 21 Christmas Cards with each 
order. Send your subscription and list 
of Gift Subscriptions with coupon below. 
1 Year, $2.00; 2 or more, $1.50 each. 
Return the coupon NOW. 


MOODY MONTHLY 
150 Institute Place, Chicago, Ill. 
I enclose $2.00 for 1 year. 


eee for Christmas Gift List. 
Send me the Christmas Cards, 





oo £6 wt. 6 6.6 68S 5 o_o. 8 oe 618 
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With Bible Texts and lovely Christian Sentiments. 
Cards that are different — not found in stores. 
Packet Assortment — 22 Greetings — $1.00 
Wallet Assortment —12Greetings— .50 
Sent on approval. Satisfaction Guaranteed. 
Write for Catalog and attractive Sale Plans. 
Pease Greeting Cards, Inc. 
260 Laure! Street, Dept. T, Buffalo, N. Y. 


CHRISTMAS 
MUSIC 


Our catalogue, wit! music from three 16 page services 
included, free upon request; this, only, ts free of charge 
CHRISTMAS HELPER, No. 21—25 cents. 

Contains 121 recitations and special features, also 6 
songs for Children. Unequalled value. 
hite Christmas; a ‘‘ giving’’ pageant; 30 cents, 
$3.00 the dozen. 


‘The Search for a King; sacred dramatic presentation ; 
25 cents. 


Aunt Jane’s Christmas; cantata for young people; 


= dozen, 
and others (except ‘’ Helpers’) sent for examination. 
HALL-MACK CO., 2047 Arch St., Phila., Pa. 


Sunday School & Church Supplies 
SEND FOR OUR ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
MacCALLA & COMPANY, INC. ; 
3640 Market Street Philadeiphia, Pa. 
Church Printers Since 1821. 





























When answering advertisements, please men- 
tion The Sunday School Times. 
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ATTEN TION—tTeachers and Bible Students! 


Here is a New Bible 
Every Christian Needs 
And Should Buy 


The New Analytical 


Reference 


BIBLE 


Not Only a New Bible. . . 
But a New KIND of Bible 
A Bible That Is Different! 


Every Bible use anticipated, every need 
fully met, the NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 
is the work of profound scholarship, yet 
lucid, clear and simple as A. B. C. 


Children and young people are attracted by 
the 42 fascinating, full-page charts—a com- 
plete analysis of the Bible. Teachers, preach- 
ers and Bible students say that never before 
have so many and such valuable Bible helps 
been available in one volume. Contains 2,000 
pages—only 1%, inches thick—800 pages of 
helps. A whole Bible library in one handy 
volume. 


Lawyers, doctors and professional men are 
amazed at its scope and completeness. Fathers 
and mothers declare it supreme for the home. 
Business men and housewives with little time 
for study praise the quick accessibility of 
wanted light on God’s Word. 


Over 2,000 
of America’s Leading Ministers are now 
using the 
NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE 


Dr. George W. Truett, Pastor First Baptist Church, 
Dallas, Texas, says: 

This is to say that I have a copy of the NEW 
ANALYTICAL BIBLE, and refer often to the helps in it 
with a distinct sense of profit. This Bible deserves to 
be in the hands of every preacher, and every Bible 
teacher in the Sunday School and missionary classes. 
Indeed, it would be most fortunate for such a Bible to 
be in every home, because in this one volume are found 
helps so conveniently that the careful Bible reader will 
derive untold profit from such heips. 


Edwin H. Hughes, Bishop, Methodist Episcopal Church, 
Washington, D. C., says: 

This is not a hasty and perfunctory commendation. It 
is rather the result of more than six months’ actual use 
of the ANALYTICAL BIBLE. I have found the volume 
thoroughly usable and helpful. Just at this time I am 
preparing an address which would ordinarily have taken 
far more time, if it had not been that the references 
and subject indexes of the ANALYTICAL BIBLE short- 
ened my labor more than appreciably. I commend the 
volume with enthusiasm, 


Reverend Mark A. Matthews, D. D., Pastor, First 
Presbyterian Church, Seattle, Wash., says: 

The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE is a_ wonderfully 
constructed analysis. You have rendered a real servics 
to Bible students. I most heartily commend your work 
and the book. 


MAIL COUPON UN 


JOHN A. DICKSON PUBLISHING CO. 
815 South Jefferson Street. Chicago, II. 


ANALYTICAL BIBLE. 
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King 
derings from the American Standard Version 


A Perfect Gift 


FOR 

Mother or Father 
Sister or Brother 
Pastor or Teacher 


James Version With 5,566 Corrected Ren- 
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Contains 2,000 pages 


— only l%, inches 

thick. A whole Bible 

library in one handy 
volume. 





PSALMS 4:2 
2 O ye sons of men, how long will ye turn 
my glory into shame? how long 
bei and seek after leasing [falsehood]? 
Ps. 12.2; 81.6,18; 69.7-10, 
PSALMS 88:13 
13 But unto thee have I cried, O Lorn; 
and in the morning shall my prayer prevent 


{come before] thee. 
Ps, 5.3; 119.147, 


will ye love 








Size 534x85/,. 





The Sunday School Times 
Says: 

“The name does not begin to suggest the 
riches offered here to the student of the Bible, 
whether beginner or one who has journeyed far. 
There are many unusual features combined in 
a work that is at once profound and scholarly, 
yet simple in its plan and detail. It is a work 
that will be studied and loved and will grow 
richer with each year’s using.” 


—The Sunday School Times. 








NEW EXCLUSIVE 
FEATURES 


Complete Study Helps Before 
and after the Text of each book. 
1. Introductions—66 of them. 
2. Analytical Charts—42. 
Text—King James, self-pro- 
nouncing, with integral Am- 
erican Revised renderings, 
and running references after 
each verse. 

Outlines — Analytical and 


Expository. 

4. Outstanding Facts — fully 
explained and discussed. 

5. Contemporaneous History. 

6. New Testament References 


—(Old Testament references 
follow Books of the New 
Testament). 

7. Maps in Black and White 
showing scene of Book. 





Please mail me without obligation your new two- 
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Facsimile of type showing corrected renderings 
in brackets and references after each verse. 


“The Outstanding Facts Given in the 
New Analytical Bible 


in connection with each of the sixty-six 
Books are worth the — of the complete 
volume, in your best binding. Certainly no 
minister, Sunday School teacher, or church 
worker who knows of the NEW ANALYTI- 
CAL BIBLE would;deprive himself or _ her- 
self of the many scholarly, time-saving helps 
it contains.” 2 

The quotation above is from a well-known 
minister who did not think he needed a new 
Bible until he saw and examined the NEW 
ANALYTICAL. This is a new kind of Bible 
nothing else like it ever published—just 
off the press. 


A Whole Biblical Library Compact 
in One Handy Volume 


The NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE contains 
the complete Bible text. It is not simply a 
collection of Bible helps but a complete Bib- 
lical library containing both the Old and 
New Testaments in the King James Version, 
with 5,566 bracketed renderings taken from 
the American Standard Version and placed 
in the text where they belong. 

In the NEW ANALYTICAL BIBLE the 
references follow each verse instead of being 
placed in fine print in the center. Before each 
of the sixty-six books there is an introductory 
page, giving date, author, design, and other 
valuable information. There are 42 full-page 
analytical charts, placed just before the 
Books to which they refer. 





Analytical Outlines 
Following each Book there is an outline 
which will heip you in the preparation of 
your sermon, your Sunday School lessons, or 
in your Bible study. 


Outstanding Facts 


You can read in a few minutes the out- 
Standing facts on any of the sixty-six books 
of the Bible, and get a far more comprehen- 
Sive idea of what the book contains than 
from reading the book itself. You, too, will 
regard this one feature as worth the price 
of the complete volume. 








REPRESENTATIVES WANTED 

We have hundreds of men and women in our 
organization who earn from ten to fifty dollars 
per week taking orders for Bibles during spare 
time. The New Analytical Bible is brand new. 
It is widely advertised. Your community has 
not been worked. This year you can supplement 
your income nicely selling this Bible. Return 
coupon today and request our selling plan. Please 
state age, education and selling experience, if 
any. 
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